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INTRODUCTION

Chris is studying the role of dinosaurs in our culture.  Each 
project in this series approaches this subject from a different 
angle.  Dinosaur Duo seeks to find out what we think dino-
saurs looked like, how they acted, and why.

Methodology
Chris gave the participants a sheet of paper with the in-
structions printed on them and a large blank rectangle.  The 
participants were asked to draw any two different dinosaurs 
interacting in some way.  There was an emphasis on the di-
nosaurs being different species, and that they should actively 
doing something together.  (These caveats were not always 
heeded!)

The participants were often children in elementary school 
in this case, and they used a variety of drawing implements.  
They usually had 15 to 30 minutes to make their drawings.  A 
high school class and a college lecture class also participated, 
as well as a variety of individual adults.

Chris collected and/or copied the drawings after they were 
finished.

Objectives
There were two main goals: to see how people would draw 
dinosaurs when they didn’t have any source material in front 
of them, and so had to rely purely on their memories and 
imaginations, and to see what people think dinosaurs might 
do together.

One hypothesis was that people have only a vague notion 
of what dinosaurs looked like, past certain major character-
istics, like horns and plates.  So part of the point was to see

how specifically people might draw the dinosaurs.  Another 
question was how willing they would be to embellish them 
images with imaginary characteristics.  Dinosaur Duo con-
trasts with Skin and Bones I in that participants in Skin and 
Bones I had a reference to help them draw the dinosaurs, in 
that they were tracing over the dinosaur’s skeleton, and thus 
were bale to focus their drawing on embellishments instead.  
The question was how that might change if the participants 
had to draw the dinosaurs from scratch.

Another thing to note was which dinosaurs people chose to 
draw--would they choose the most obviously popular ones, 
or something else?

They were asked to draw different dinosaurs to increase the 
element of contrast, which is always important in any narra-
tive construct.

When it came to interaction, the question was what people 
might imagine dinosaurs would do together.  Would they 
fight and hunt, as often seen in books and movies, or have 
other kinds of relationships?  Would they be placed in surreal 
or anthropomorphic contexts?  Would people be more will-
ing to let their imaginations run free with dinosaurs than they 
would with animals that have a more concrete reality in their 
lives, like deer or tigers?

The following sections of this book provide the original data 
supplied through the experiment, then analyze that data for 
answers to the above questions.





The Images



Fowler High School
Administered in a lecture-hall setting to 
high school students who were in elec-
tive art or photography classes.  The 
students used their own drawing imple-
ments.  They also did other brief, unre-
lated projects at the same time, with a 
total of about 15 minutes of time to do 
any or all of the projects.
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Moses DeWitt Elementary School
Administered in an art class to third grade students.  The students were provided 
with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do their draw-
ings.
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West Virginia University
Administered in a lecture-hall setting to a large number of college art students at 
Chris’ visiting artist talk at West Virginia University.  The students provided their 
own drawing implements.  They had approximately 10 minutes to do their draw-
ings.
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Erwin Nursery School
Administered in classroom setting to 4- to 5-year old students in Universal Pre-
Kindergarten.  The students were provided with drawing implements.  They had 
approximately 20 minutes to do their drawings.
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Redhouse Exhibition
(Dinosaurs Had Sharp Teeth: Partheno-
genesis and the Holocene Dinosaur)

Administered in an art gallery to people 
of all ages and backgrounds.  The par-
ticipants were provided with drawing 
implements.  Some did their did their 
drawings during the opening reception 
when Chris was there, and others did 
them on their own during the course of 
the show.  They were able to spend as 
long as they wanted on their drawings.
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XL Projects Exhibition
(Interdisciplinary, an exhibition of win-
ners of VPA Interdisciplinary grants)

Administered in an art gallery to people 
of all ages and backgrounds.  The par-
ticipants were provided with drawing 
implements but also used their own.  
Some did their did their drawings dur-
ing the opening reception when Chris 
was there, and others did them on their 
own during the course of the show.  
They were able to spend as long as they 
wanted on their drawings.
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Museum of the Earth
Administered at a projects table in the Museum of the Earth galleries to children 
of all backgrounds, with an age range from three years old up through teenagers.  
The participants were provided with drawing implements.  They were able to 
spend as long as they wanted on their drawings.
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Moses DeWitt Elementary School
Administered in an art class to third grade students.  The students were provided 
with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do their draw-
ings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to kindergarten students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to second and third grade students.  The 
students were provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 
minutes to do their drawings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to first grade students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.
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Moses DeWitt Elementary School
Administered in an art class to third grade students.  The students were provided 
with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do their draw-
ings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to second and third grade students.  The 
students were provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 
minutes to do their drawings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to third grade students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to second grade students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.
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Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to kindergarten students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.

268 t



269 (front) s
269 (back) t



270 (back) t
270 (front) s



271 (front) s
271 (back) t



272 s
273 t



274 s
275 t



277 t
276 s



278 s
279 t



280 s



Bellevue Elementary School
Say Yes Afterschool Program
Administered in a classroom setting to third grade students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.
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Edward Smith Elementary School
Administered in a classroom setting to kindergarten students.  The students were 
provided with drawing implements.  They had approximately 20 minutes to do 
their drawings.
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Miscellaneous

Administered informally to a group of girls in their teens.  The participants pro-
vided their own drawing implements.  They did their drawings without Chris’ 
direct supervision.  They were able to spend as long as they wanted on their 
drawings.
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Tabulation of the Images’ Visual Characteristics



Please feel free to unfold and examine the chart on the fol-
lowing page.

It is extremely long, so please exercise care while folding it 
back up into the book.  

This chart shows all the data on each individual drawing in 
the project.



LOCATION
DRAWINGS' CHARACTERISTICS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49
Is generally anatomically correct O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Shows skeletons O O O O O O O
Interacting O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Active O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Passive O O O O O O O O O O O O
Aggressive O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Friendly O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Adventuresome/playful O O O O O O
Plant eater fighting off meat eater O O
Meat eater eating plant eater O O O O O O O
Other predator/prey relationship O O O O O O
Plant eater eating plants O
Plant eater eating meat O O
Meat eater eating plants O O
Other food situation O O O
Drug use/smoking/drinking
Sexual O
Romantic O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Urination/defecation/genitals/butts
Clothes/cosmetics
Speech balloons/speaking O O O O O O O O O O
Human weapons/fighting styles O
Curse words O
Other anthropomorphic activity O O O O O O O
Other human technology O O
Has a name 2
Background imagery O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
Extinction/volcanoes O O O O O O
Non-dinosaur animals O O
Eggs/mothering O O O O O O
Supernatural/Sci-fi
Incomplete/Doesn't follow rules O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

FEATURED SPECIES
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Velociraptor

Theropod, 
Triceratops

Long Neck, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Stegosaurus, 
Ankylosaurus, 
Velociraptor

2, unclear
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, "Food" 
(Compsognathus)

Apatosaurus, 
Dimetrodon

Apatosaurus, 
Imaginary

2, unclear
Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Duckbill

Mother, father, 
baby (unclear: 
Sauropods?)

Stegosaurus, 
Ankylosaurus

Stegosaurus, 
Ankylosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

2 Triceratops
Dimetrodon, 
Triceratops

2, imaginary
Stegosaurus, 
Velociraptor

2, imaginary ("my 
own species")

2, imaginary 
(Duke and Tara)

2, unclear 3, unclear
Triceratops, 
Dimetrodon

2 Birds 2 Sauropod
Theropod, 
Triceratops

Sauropod, 3 
Theropods

Theropod, 
Pterosaur

2, unclear
Pteranodon, 
Other(s?) unclear

Pteranodon, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Microraptor, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

2 kinds of 
Ankylosaurus

Compsognathus, 
Allosaurus

Iguanodon, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Miasaura, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Apatosaurus, 
Spinosaurus

Ankylosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Stegosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus rex, Platypus, T 
rex (seemingly differentiated 
from the Tyrannosaurus)

Pteranodon, 
Pterodactyl

Stegosaurus, 
Apatosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops 
(really 
Stegosaurus)

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

Corythosaurus, 
Stegosaurus

Apatosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Styracosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Dilophosaurus, 
Microraptor, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Corythosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

WHAT ARE THEY DOING?
Arguing because 
the velociraptor 
stole the egg!

Surviving.

They are eating 
because the little 
dinosaur was trying 
to get the big 
dinosaur's eggs.

Having a staring 
contest, because 
they want to.

Tongue kissing. They are playing.
They are having a 
romantic picnic.

Playing in the 
grass.

Eating and 
conversing to 
make a 
Tricatrodon.

Tyrannosaur 
chasing raptor.

Dinosaurs walking 
together in a park.

They were 
fighting, because 
they were both 
meat eaters.

They are talking 
because they are 
teaching the other 
how to do 
something.

The t-rex is trying 
to take the 
miasaura's egg.

One is eating a tree 
because he is hungry.  
The other is eating a 
plant because he is 
hungry.

Loving each other.  
Because they love 
each other.

He is eating his 
tail [?] and the 
other one is hot 
[?].

Tyrannosaurus is eating 
platypus because he is a meat-
eater, and the platypus is crying 
because he is getting eaten, and 
the t-rex is running away.

They are both 
flying because 
they are finding a 
new island.

The stegosaurus is 
going to eat the 
baby apatosaurus 
for food.

In love.
Triceratops 
coming. T-rex 
hungry.

In love.

Fighting t-rex 
wants to eat the 
apatosaurus 
babies.

The t-rex is going to 
kill the styracosaurus.  
He just ate another 
one before he kills 
this one.

They're running 
away from the 
meteor.

Making peace 
because the 
meteor is going to 
kill them.

SPEECH BALLOONS Rawr!/Ahh Rawr/Roar!
Hi, how you 
doing/Pretty good

Time to eat Ummm!
I love you!/I hate 
you go away

Hi/What your 
name/Whaddup 
brok!

Yea!/Ahhhhh
I got you/The 
pain/Your too big

Roar!

G.W. Fowler High School, High School Art Students, 2/29/08 Moses Dewitt Elementary School, Third Grade, 2/13/2009
50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O O O O O O O O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O O O
O O O O

O O O O O O O O O O O O
O O O

O
O O O O O O O
O O O

O O O
O

O O O O O
O O O

O O O O O O O O O
O

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O

O O
O

O O
O

O O O O O O O O

3 Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Velociraptor

2 Brontosaurs, 3 
Pterodactyls

Pterodactyl, 
Velociraptor

Stegosaurus, 
Brontosaurus

Stegosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Sauropod

Stegosaurus, 
Brontosaurus

Pterodactyl, 
Brontosaurus

Stegosaurus 
(actually 
Triceratops), 
Pterodactyl

Utahraptor, 
Iguanodon

Brontosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Stegosaurus, 
Pterodactyl

Triceratops, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Sauropod, 
Pterodactyl

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Long Neck

Stegosaurus, 
Sauropod

Stegosaurus, 
Triceratops

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterodactyl

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Baby 
Pterodactyl

Velociraptor, 
Triceratops

Triceratops, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

"Diplosaurus" 
(really 
Plesiosaurus) 
,Brontosaurus

Pterodactyl, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Stegosaurus

Triceratops, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Long Neck, 
Velociraptor

Velociraptor, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Theropod 1, unclear
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

"Master" dino, "Bird 
dinosaur"

Diplodocus, 
"Something 
small"

2 Pterosaurs
Brontosaurus, 
Pterodactyl

Pterodactyl, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Long Neck

Stegosaurus, 
Triceratops

Stegosaurus (really 
Triceratops), Long 
Neck

Velociraptor, Half-
Raptor, Half-
Triceratops

Triceratops, Long Neck
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pteranodon

Pterodactyl, 
Velociraptor

Ankylosaurus, 
Triceratops

Duckbill, 
Velociraptor

Pterodactyl, Long 
Neck

Petri 
(Pteranodon), 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Theropod, 
Triceratops

2, imaginary
Pterodactyl, 
Duckbill

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Other one is 
unclear

Long Neck, 
Pterodactyl, 
Triceratops, 
Velociraptor

Theropod
Pterodactyl, 
Velociraptor

Tyrannosaurus rex 
,"The one they 
haven't found yet"

Pterosaur, 
Styracosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

Velociraptor, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Velociraptor, 
Plesiosaurus

Triceratops, 
Pteradactyl

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Stegosaurus

Brontosaurus, 
Pterodactyl

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Protoceratops

2 Brontosaurs
Plesiosaurus, 
Brachiosaurus

3 Allosauruses, 
Compsognathus

Tyrannosaurus rex 
,Triceratops

Misunderstood t-rex 
women gather at the 
local pond for a few 
drinks and to swap 
sob stories.

Combat survival.
Greeting and 
sniffing butts.

Raptor is 
hunting…

Hugging 'cuz they 
are BFFs.

My t-rex is farting 
at stegosaurus 
because he is ugly.

T-rex eating 
other's eggs.

They are smiling 
at each other 
because they are 
friends.

Brontosaurus is 
drinking from the 
pond while the 
pterodactyl flies 
over.

The pterodactyl is 
giving the 
stegosaurus a ride 
for fun.

Raptor killing the 
iguanodon.

T-rex is joining 
brontosaurus for a 
salad instead…

Around waterhole.
The t-rex is scaring 
the triceratops.

Hitching a ride.

Taking a walk on 
the beach together 
because violence is 
a waste of time.

They are climbing 
Mt. Vesuvius.

Dancing--its fantasy 
and they can defy 
gravity and limits of 
bodies a la Matisse.

The pterodactyl is 
tormenting the t-
rex.

T-rex playing 
badminton with 
pterodactyl.

They are just hanging 
out, having a civil 
conversation. (It's a 
pretty accurate 
velociraptor, I bet.)

The brontosaur is 
telling the 
diplodocus to 
move before he 
gets stepped on.

Pterodactyl is 
pooping on the t-
rex head like a 
pidgeon poops on 
cars in the city.

Playing baseball!  'Cause the 
thought of t-rex's short arms 
trying to pitch is hilarious 
and stegosaurus would get 
the ball stuck on his tail.

Triceratops beating 
the SHIT out of t-
rex.

Playing, because 
it's fun.

Playing game on 
Wii.

Fighting because 
they dislike each 
other.

One Master Dinosaur 
is finding food, while 
the bird dinosaur is 
flying ahead of 
Master Dinosaur.

Meeting.
Fly together and 
catch fish.

Just passing by.

They're having a 
race.  Obviously, 
the t-rex is using 
an airplane.

Talking.

Taking a walk and 
greeting each other 
as friends.  
Respecting each 
others' differences.

They are going out 
to eat for lunch 
because they haven't 
seen each other in a 
long time.

Raptor is boxing 
the other one 
'cause he wants to.

Triceratops is mad at the long 
neck so he stabbed him in the 
neck which surprised the long 
neck 'cause he didn't know he 
did anything wrong.

Fighting…why, 
you ask?  Good 
old-fashioned 
primal instincts 
and such.

Having fun 
mating.

The ankylosaurus 
has the triceratops 
handcuffed to a 
tree and is fisting 
its asshole.

Velociraptor wants 
to be friends.

Shooting dice.  
Looking out for 
the cops.

The t-rex is 
wanting to eat 
something and 
Petri wants to land 
on his head.

Singing karaoke 
because they 
needed to let 
loose.

One dinosaur is 
riding the other 
and chilling out at 
the water hole.

Tyrannosaurus rex 
dancing, drunk 
orgy.  Obsessing 
pig-out glutto.

One is flying, two 
are eating, one is 
not breathing.

Pterodactyl is 
chasing raptor.

Playing leapfrog.
This dinosaur is 
wearing that 
dinosaur.

The triceratops got 
POUNDED.

The velociraptor is 
sniffing the t-rex's 
butt to get to know 
him better.

Rocking out, 
smoking, because 
they're cool.

Pterodactyl taking 
the triceratops 
home.

Playing basketball 
because they want 
to be Michael 
Jordan.

The pterodactyl is 
informing the 
brontosaurus of 
trouble ahead!

Eyeing each other 
warily.  Who wants 
to be eaten alive?

Holding up the 
sides of a house.

Neither of them feel 
threatened, maybe 
just curious, so they 
quietly watch each 
other.

Gang banger 
allosauruses and a 
nerdy compy 
walking past wrong 
side of town.

Zombie t-rex 
eating the brain of 
triceratops…

Real mature 
Rondell

Rawr Argh Sup./Hay. La la la/Ahhh!
Mornin'/Hows it 
going

Hey!/Sup? <<D/<<I

Im too sexy for my 
shirt/Too sexy for 
my shirt so sexy 
yeah.

West Virginia University, College of Creative Arts, 3/5/09
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2 Triceratops 
(Grace, Sarah)

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Stegosaurus

Brontosaurus 2 Long Necks 2, unclear 2, unclear
Pterodactyl, 
Triceratops

2, unclear
2 Triceratops, Other, 
unclear

Dimetrodon, 
Pteranodon, "A 
made up one"

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

Duckbill, 
Supersaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterodactyl

Stompasaurus
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterodactyl

Triceratops, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Pterodactyl, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Brachiosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterodactyl

Ichthyosaurus, 
Apatosaurus

Archaeopteryx, 
Caudipteryx

Triceratops, Plesiosaurus
Carnotaurus, 
Brachiosaurus

Spinosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Triceratops 2 Princesses
Allosaurus, 
Brachiosaurus

Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Apatosaurus, Triceratops

Stegosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Long Neck

Long Neck, 
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Dead thing

Little Foot's 
grandma, Sarah

Sharp Tooth, 
Spike, Petri

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Allosaurus

Compsognathus, 
Stegosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterodactyl

Apatosaurus, 
Dimetrodon

Looking at a 
volcano.

My dinosaur is 
eating grass.

Sitting at the 
beach.

They are sleeping. They are eating.
They are walking 
and flying.

They are eating 
some leaves.

The triceratops is 
eating leaves and 
the other one is 
picking on him.  He 
wants to fight him.

They are kissing. They are eating.
These dinosaurs 
are going to take 
a drink.

The t-rex is eating 
the pterodactyl.

He's eating food.
Fighting with 
words--I don't 
know why.

Shooting each 
other with laser 
beams.

Fighting; the 
Pterodactyl is 
trying to steal 
food.

Cutting the rug at 
the disco-tech!

They're playing.

"Tomorrow will be 
drastically 
different from 
today."

They're flapping 
and flying.

The slow, less-agile dinosaur has found a 
friend willing to give it a ride across a 
large, watery expanse.  One is hitching a 
ride from the other: no reason to assume 
that they didn't have symbiotic relations.

Fighting, volcano 
in background.

Hunting together 
in a storm.

Dancing ballet.
Scratching a TV.  
They are blind.

The apatosaurus is eating 
because it is hungry.  
They t-rex is fighting 
because the triceratops 
attacked the t-rex.

T-rex found eggs 
and the stegosaurus 
wants them but the t-
rex doesn't like to 
share.

The longneck 
wants to eat alone 
but his best friend 
t-rex will not go 
away.

Little Foot's 
grandma and 
Sarah are eating.

Sharp tooth is 
chasing Spike. 
Petri is trying to 
grab Spike.

T-rex and 
allosaurus are 
playing.

They're fighting. They're fighting. Pooping.

Aaaaa
Aaa/Rrrr/Do you 
want some Pizz?

Boogie Baby!/Get 
Down!

I eat yo food!/Rawr
Go away!/Rawer 
and stuff

Erwin Nursery School, Universal PreKindergarten, 2/26/09 Redhouse exhibition, General Public, 3/19/09 Interdisciplinary, XL Projects, General Public, 6/5/09 Museum of the Earth, General Public, 8/22/09
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Stegosaurus, 
Pterodactyl

2 Oviraptors
Archaeopteryx, 
Stegosaurus

Raptor, Tyrannosaurus rex Sauropod
Struthiomimus, 
Dimetrodon

Sauropod
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Brachiosaurus

Apatosaurus, 
Psittacosaurus, 
Santa Claus

Pterodactyl, 
Apatosaurus

Apatosaurus, 
Stegosaurus

Apatosaurus 2 Apatosaurs
Stegosaurus, 
Pteranodon

2, Imaginary
Brachiosaurus, 
Baby 
Brachiosaurus

Pterodactyl, 
Corythosaurus

Pterodactyl, 2 
Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

Mom Apatosaurus, 
Baby Apatosaurus

Pterodactyl, 
Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Charcharodontosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Archaeopteryx

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Stegosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, 
Therizinosaurus

Pachycephalosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

 2 unknown babies
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, 
Therizinosaurus

Stegosaurus, I 
don't know

Tarellducktail, Long 
Neck

2 Maiasaura
Fingosaurus, 
Drillosaurus

Nnochoonosaurasono 2, unknown
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

Tyrannosaurus rex Tyrannosaurus rex Theropod Tyrannosaurus rex Pachycephalosaurus
Pteranodon, Cave 
man, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Dinosaur, Fox
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Leopard

Dino Dinosaur Unknown Trunkasaurus
Rhinoceros, I don't 
know

2 Stegosaurs
Triceratops, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

2 Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

2 Stegosaurs Stegosaurus
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

Unknown
Stegosaurus, 
Pterosaur

Parasaurolophus, 
Unknown

Stegosaurus
Stegosaurus, 
Parasaurolophus

2, unknown Tyrannosaurus rex
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Long Neck

Tyrannosaurus rex, 
Long Neck

The Stegosaurus is 
getting plants for 
its eggs ad the 
Pterodactyl wants 
to eat the eggs.

They just hatched 
and now they're 
playing together.

Eating a tree.

They're mad at each other 
and are not looking at 
each other.  The raptor is 
thinking about them 
playing and getting along.

Trying to kiss.
Tyrannosaurus is 
eating the 
brachiosaurus.

Having a party.
One is laying an 
egg, one is eating 
a tree.

They are both 
eating trees.  They 
love each other.

Eating a tree.

Stegosaurus is eating a 
leaf because the 
branches are about to 
break.  The Pteranodon 
is going down to a bush.

Having a race to 
the food.

Eating.
Flying, ready to 
hatch, eating.

Fighting. Walking together. Fighting.
Chasing each 
other.

Standing and 
looking at each 
other.

T-rex is eating him 
because he's 
hungry.

Eats them so no 
other dinosaur can.

The baby dinosaur 
is good.

Both eating the 
tree

Walking and 
eating trees.

The long neck dinosaur 
is giving food (plants) 
for the tarellducktail to 
give to the 
tarellducktail's babies.

Swimming.

Fingosaurus is 
eating making 
burnt pieces of the 
drillosaurus.

Playing.
Protecting his 
eggs.

She's trying to 
protect herself 
from other 
dinosaurs.

Laying down. Stomping.
They are chasing 
each other.

The dinosaurs are 
flying in the sky.

T-rex just ate a 
leopard.

Woke up at night.
The dinosaur woke 
up in the morning.

Running away 
from the volcano.

Laying eggs. Riding buses.
Fighting because 
the t-rex wants to 
eat the triceratops.

Eating. Playing pattycake.
Fighting; t-rex will 
win.

Protecting eggs.
Fighting with each 
other and trying to 
eat food.

They're doing the 
moonwalk because 
they are at a 
dance competition.

Playing because 
they like each 
other.

Trying to steal an 
egg.

They are fighting 
to save 
themselves.

The t-rex wants to kill 
the long neck because 
the t-rex [not legible] 
and he wants a long 
[not legible].

Has an image thought 
balloon of the T-rex

Gr
Here are dinosaur 
colors!

No/You won't/I 
want eat you

Moses Dewitt Elementary School, Third Grade (2 classes), 12/3/09 Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, Kindergarten, 12/3/09 Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, combined Second and Third Grades, 12/4/09
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Pterodactyl, Tyrannosaurus rex, 2 
"swimming kinds"

Apatosaurus, 
Triceratops

Meat-eater, Snow-
dinosaur

"Colorful" 
unknown 
dinosaur, Other 
unknown dinosaur

2 unknown girl 
dinosaurs (look 
human), 4 Hello 
Kitties

Tagasaurus 
(Stegosaurus?), 
Tyrannosaurus

Tegasaurus 
(Stegosaurus), 
Tyrannosaurus, 
Other unknown

2 Pashasaurus 
(Apatosaurus?), 
crab, fish

Brachiosaurus, 4 Utahraptors, 5 
Baby Brachiosauruses

Pteranodon, Long 
Neck

Pachycephalosaurus, 
Stegosaurus

Pteranodon, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Stegosaurus, 
Triceratops

Stegosaurus, Long 
Neck

Stegosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Stegosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Triceratops, Long 
Neck

Stegosaurus, Long 
Neck

Styracosaurus, 
Dimetrodon

2 Tyrannosaurus rexes, 
Pterodactyl, 2 Humans

Parasaurolophus, 
Human

Long Neck, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pteranodon

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, 
Parasaurolophus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Long Neck

Stegosaurus, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Unknown mom, 
Unknown baby

Velociraptor, 
Archaeopteryx

Pachycephalosaurus
, Velociraptor

Long Neck, 
Pteranodon

2, unknown
Pteranodon, 2 
Parasaurolophuses

2 Pteranodons, 2 
Ichthyosaurs

Nuck, Tegasaurus 
(Stegosaurus?)

Bones of unknown 
dinosaur

Stegosaurus
2 Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

2, unknown
Egg eater, Other 
unknown

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pteranodon

Iguanodon, 
Hellosaurus

Apatosaurus, 
Stegosaurus

Apatosaurus, 
Pterodactyl

Pterodactyl, Long 
Neck

Pterodactyl, Raptor
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterodactyl

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Spinosaurus

Long Neck, Baby 
Long Neck

2 Icfeisorphin 
(ichthyosaurus?)

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Other 
unknown

Apatosaurus, Tyrannosaurus 
rex

Dimetrodon, 
Theropod

Long Neck, 
Pterodactyl

A Pterodactyl and a Tyrannosaurus are 
friends.  The t-rex is guarding its eggs.  
They don't talk.  Two brothers that are 
swimming kinds with laser beams. They're 
all friends and want to eat people.

Playing.
Meat-eating young 
dinosaur, making 
a snow-dinosaur.

He's a colorful 
dinosaur, he likes 
to beat dinosaurs 
up, and sometimes 
he's nice.

Two girl dinosaurs 
are playing.

Communicating 
with each other.

Fighting over 
territory.

Talking to each 
other.

The spiked brachiosaurus and its 
babies are eating leaves.  The 
Utahraptors are attacking him and 
his babies.  The babies are trying 
to run for their life to their mother.

Fighting over food.

The Stegosaurus is 
trying to steal the 
Pachycephalosaurus' 
eggs.

The t-rex is trying 
to kill the 
Pteranodon.

The stegosaurus is 
eating.  The 
Triceratops is 
going to bonk the 
Stegosaurus.

The longneck is 
taking a bite out 
of stegosaurus.

They're looking at 
each other.

The Tyrannosaurus 
is guarding her 
eggs.

Looking at each 
other weirdly.

Swimming in the 
water.

The Dimetrodon is 
the bad guy and 
shot two 
cannonballs.  
Stegosaurus is 

Two are eating at the 
table.  One guy is 
squirting water at the 
Pterodactyl.  The other 
guy has a bow and arrow.

Human is shooting 
blow dart.  (There 
is also a bomb.)

The longnck is 
sneaking up on 
the T-rex.

The t-rex wants to 
take the 
Pteranodon's eggs 
from its nest.

The 
Parasaurolophus is 
protecting her 
eggs.

The Tyrannosaurus 
is eating the 
longneck, which is 
really wounded.

They are blowing 
fire at each other; 
the Tyrannosaurus 
is protecting its 
eggs.

Baby and mom 
are walking.

The Velociraptor is 
chasing the 
Archaeopteryx.

"Hard head" is 
wearing a 
superhero costume. 
They're talking.

Dinosaur is eating 
ants!

Altura and Darien 
are eating a dead 
dinosaurs 
beacause they are 
hungry.

Pteranodon is 
eating the tree.

They are in the 
water eating fish.

Eating snakes. On his back. Eating ants. Fighting.
Tanya is an egg 
eater.

Taking care of 
their eggs.

Iguanodon laid the 
eggs, Hellosaurus 
is taking care of 
the eggs.

Fighting.
Looking at each 
other--mad at each 
other.

The pterodactyl is 
stealing eggs.  The 
raptor is watching 
the volcano.

The t-rex is trying 
to eat the 
Pterodactyl while 
the volcano erupts 
11,000 years ago.

They are in a 
storm, heading 
home.

Laying eggs.
Checking on their 
eggs.

Laying eggs.

Apatosaurus is getting 
leaves for her babies.  T-rex 
is leaving her eggs alone 
because she thinks they can 
take care of themselves.

Sitting on eggs.
One is eating 
leaves, one is 
flying.

Good grief!/Oh! T-rex/Coo Tr
Stump, swoosh, 
swoosh

Rooooh!

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, First Grade, 12/7/09 Moses Dewitt Elementary School, Third Grade, 12/8/09 Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, combined Second and Third Grades, 12/9/09 Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, Third Grade, 12/10/09
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2 Rynex Rynex
Stegosaurus, 
Pachycephalosaurus 
(bone on his head)

Stegosaurus, Long 
Neck

Rynex 
(Stegosaurus?)

Triceratops, One 
with a bump 
(Corthyosaurus?  
Pachycephalosaurus
?)

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Mother 
Stegosaurus, Baby 
Stegosaurus, 
Human

Tyranosaurus rex
Pteranodon, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

I don't know, 
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, 2 Stegosaurs, 
3 People

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Baby Rhinos, 
Rhino

Triceratops, 
Pteranodon, Long 
Neck

Pteranodon, 
Dragonfly

Tyrannosaurus rex Tyrannosaurus rex
2 Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

none
Corythosaurus, 
Triceratops

2 bone dinosaurs, 
Pterodactyl, I don't 
know

2 Tyrannosaurus rex 2 Triceratops 5 Long dinosaurs
2 Tyrannosaurus 
rex

2 Porcupines
Stegosaurus, 
Dinosaurus

Pteranodon, 
Pterodactyl

2 Ichthyosaurs
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Brachiosaurus

Stegosaurus, 
Apatosaurus

2 Tyrannosaurus 
(one called "t-rex" 
and one called 
"tyrannosaurus")

2 Sauropods Pteranodon 2, Imaginary
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Pterosaur

Theropod, 
Sauropod

2 Stegosaurs Stegosaurus
3 Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

2 Triceratops
Sauropod, 
Stegosaurus or 
Dimetrodon

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Kentrosaurus, 
Other, unknown

Stegosaurus, Adult 
Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Baby 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Plesiosaurus

Baby reptile, 
Mommy 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Adult Long Neck, 
Baby Long Neck

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Kentrosaurus

2 Tyrannosaurus 
rexes

Long Neck, 
Stegosaurus

Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Triceratops

Triceratops, 
Tyrannosaurus rex

Pterodactyl, 
Stegosaurus, Long 
Neck

2 Tyrannosaurus 
rex, Tail of other 
dinosaur

Tyrannosaurus rex Unknown
Pterodactyl, 
Apatosaurus

Stegosaurus, Triceratops, Pteranodon
Crocodile, 
Apatosaurus

They are at the 
beach.  One has a 
basket on his 
head.

He is hunting for 
eggs.

They are bumping 
each other.  They are 
fighting because the 
stegosaurus ate her 
eggs.

They are about to 
fight because he 
wants to get the 
eggs.

Eating eggs.
Hunting for eggs to 
eat.

Tyrannosaurus 
chasing 
Stegosaurs.

He eats insects.

Pteranodon is 
chasing after the 
Tyrannosaurus 
because they're 
playing tag.

They knocked 
down the tree 
fighting.

The Rhino is trying 
to bite the T-rex's 
head of.  The top 
rhino is hitting the 
others. 

The Triceratops is 
chasing the 
Longneck, which is 
biting the 
Pteranodon.

Fighting and 
playing in the 
mud.

T-rex is running 
and running and 
running.

He's trying to run 
as fast as he can 
so he won't get 
hurt.

They're fighting.

Humming 
dinosaur is riding 
Triceratops, taking 
him home.

Fighting.

They were fighting.  
They ran into the 
church, then one gave 
up; the other is the boss 
(on the right).

They're going to 
fight--he's poking 
him in the back, 
he's trying to run.

They're going to 
fight each other.

They're fighting.  
The left one is 
waiting and wants 
to get away.

They're poking 
each other.

Playing follow the 
leader.

Flying together. 
They are thirsty.  
They are trying to 
find some food.

They are playing 
together because 
they are friends.

Sleeping.  They ate 
too much food.

Both eating.
Eating because 
they're hungry.

They are 
protecting their 
babies.

They are eating. Fighting. Head butting.
They are eating 
grass.

Nothing, because 
they can't.

They are laying on 
eggs.

They are making 
dinosaurs together 
[like Skin and 
Bones II project].  
Thank you.

They are trying to 
be friends at 
school.

Celebrating 
Hanukkah and 
watching TV (there 
is a baby on the 
TV).

Fighting.
Celebrating baby's 
3rd birthday.

Eating soup.
They are trying to 
be friends at 
school.

Walking to the 
dinosaur park.

Playing. Fighting. Fighting.

The Pterodactyl is 
flying.  The 
Pertodactyl is riding 
the Longneck, who 
is walking.

Eating another 
dinosaur's tail.

Wandering around 
like a crazy man.

Minding their own 
business.

The stegosaurus and triceratops are 
having a debate about the agricultural 
differences referring to herbivore vs. 
carnivore and what effects it can have 
on the environment.

Conversing about 
food.

Toma mu mu I 
love you

I love you/Happy 
birthday to you

Raak!/Grr…

I think plants are 
delicious!/Meat is 
way better!/Thought 
balloons of a leafy 
branch and a pig.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, Kindergarten, 12/15/09 Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, Third Grade,  12/18/09 Edward Smith Elementary School, Kindergarten, 3/26/10 MiscellaneousBellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Afterschool Program, Second Grade, 12/14/09





Breakdown of the Images’ Visual Characteristics



This graphs shows how many drawings of each species can be 
found in the participants’ images.

Generally it lists them by specific dinosaur (Tyrannosaurus, 
Stegosaurus), but sometimes the drawings are vague, and if 
so, they are put in the closest category (Other Theropod) or, 
if they are completely unclear, then they are simply described 
as “Imaginary/Unclear.”
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“One with bump on head”
“Swimming kinds”

“Egg eater”
Charcharodontosaurus

Struthiomimus

Bird dinosaur
Protoceratops

Supersaurus
Carnotaurus

Dilophosaurus
Caudipteryx

Kentrosaurus

Oviraptor
Pterosaur

Microraptor
Diplodocus

Bone dinosaurs
Miasaura

Styracosaurus
Iguanodon

Spinosaurus
Duckbill

Plesiosaurus
Corythosaurus
Archaeopteryx

Compognathus
Pachycephalosaurus

Ichthyosaurus
Utahraptor

Parasaurolophus
Allosaurus

Dimetrodon
People

Ankylosaurus
Other Sauropod

Brontosaurus

Brachiosaurus
Velociraptor

Clear, but not dinosaur
Pteranodon

Apatosaurus
Long Neck

Pterodactyl
Triceratops

Stegosaurus
Imaginary/unclear

Tyrannosaurus



This graphs the percentage of the drawings that had any par-
ticular characteristic, as tabulated in the main results chart.

It is simply a bar graph that runs from 0 to 100%.  The red 
line signifies what percent of the total set of drawings had 
that characteristic.



Curse words, 0% Sexual, 1%

Drug use/smoking/drinking, 1%

Plant eater eating meat, 2%

Meat eater eating plants, 2%

Clothes/cosmetics, 2%

Shows skeletons, 4%

Has a name, 4%

Romantic, 6%

Meat eater eating plant eater, 6%

Plant eater eating plants, 9%

Other human technology, 9%

Non-dinosaur animals, 11%

Speech balloons/speaking, 12%

Other predator/prey relationship, 13%

Other food situation, 15%

Eggs/mothering, 17%

Passive, 17%

Extinction/volcanoes, 6%

Other anthropomorphic activity, 19%

Adventuresome/playful, 22%

Incomplete/Doesn't follow rules, 34%

Friendly, 40%

Aggressive, 41%

Is generally anatomically correct, 57%

Background imagery, 63%

Interacting, 77%

Active, 83%

100%





Analysis of the Images



Comparative Descriptions of Each Group’s Drawings
These descriptions tend to discuss the drawings stylistically.  
The content will be discussed in greater depth afterward.

Fowler High School:
As with all of the projects in this series, the results often 
tell us about ourselves as much as they do about dinosaurs.  
What is fascinating about this group’s work is how compara-
tively immature the subject matter is, and how comparatively 
little effort was expended on it, relative to the other groups, 
even though most of the other groups are younger.  It is 
also worthwhile to compare them to the work of the college 
students, who are just a little older.  Part of the reason for 
these results is certainly motivational; the students at this 
class were excused from their normal classes to attend Chris’ 
presentation, and so had little initiative to be there other than 
to get out of class.  It is also likely not particularly “cool” to be 
interested in dinosaurs in high school, so a detached, ironic 
attitude towards the drawings might also be expected.

However, while on the surface it looks like most of these 
drawings end up as somewhat of a failure--they don’t show 
very well-realized images of the dinosaurs, even though the 
participants are of an age where this might be expected, and 
the ways the dinosaurs are interacting are often so anthro-
pomorphized that they are not likely to really be the way the 
students believed that dinosaurs would interact--they actu-
ally succeed very well at their deeper role, which is to act as 
a mirror or doppelganger for the artists.  If someone doesn’t 
care about the subject matter in a particular work, they will 
just draw it they way they want, and what comes through is a 
portrait of their own mind and interests.  The snappy patter, 
romance, violence, and barely-sublimated sexuality are all the 
hallmarks of a standard pent-up high school student’s mind.  
What this series does is to show that these students were 

perfectly willing to let dinosaurs act as a stand-in for their 
own relationships.

Dinosaurs are a somewhat unique target for this kind of pro-
jection; currently-existing animals are too concrete to do it 
fully, and completely imaginary animals like dragons are too 
abstract.  Dinosaurs possess just the right balance of reality 
and shadow to let them act as frameworks for our imagina-
tion.  This is a pattern that will hold through the rest of the 
drawings in the book.

Dewitt Elementary School, 3rd Grade #1:
Among the various elementary school students, it is interest-
ing to see how their general approach to drawing changes 
from year to year.  This project incorporates pre-kindergar-
ten, kindergarten, first grade, second grade, and third grade 
students, so we are able to see exactly how students’ abilities 
progress over time.  It is certainly true that the students’ na-
scent drawing skills hamper our ability to use this project to 
see what they think dinosaurs really looked like, in the sense 
that they are not able to accurately render their ideas onto 
paper by using shade, anatomy, etc. correctly in a technical 
sense.  However, it is once again true that this merely enables 
us to see what they think is important--characteristics which 
are clearly more interesting to them than the exact shape of a 
dinosaur’s shoulder or toes!

The dinosaurs this group drew tend to have dinosaur char-
acteristics, but they do not fully cohere into completely-
realized dinosaurs.  In other words, they will have plates like a 
stegosaurus, long necks like a sauropod, teeth or claws like a 
theropod, but their overall body design is somewhat ambigu-
ous and random.  This shows that when they are thinking 
about dinosaurs, they are not thinking about the exact con-
tours of their bodies; they identify them through their special 



characteristics, the things that make dinosaurs different from 
us, and different from other currently-existing animals.

This group of students drew their dinosaurs exuberantly, and 
made up fun, enjoyable stories.

West Virginia University:
These students put a fair amount of effort into their drawings.  
It is worthwhile to compare them to the high school stu-
dents.  These students were there of their own free will, and 
were specifically art students, so using drawing as a method 
of imaginatively recording information was a more automatic 
outlet for them.  College students are also perhaps somewhat 
past the more cut-throat social pressure of high school, so 
they are free to think dinosaurs are fun again.

Their drawings, therefore, create much more involved tapes-
tries of their imaginations, including more-representational 
dinosaurs, fleshed-out backgrounds, and complex stories.  
Of course, there are many exceptions as well.  The actual 
subject matter is not radically different from the high school 
images--sex and violence always lurk around the corner, just 
as predicted in Emotidon--but they are more cleverly woven 
into the scene here.  They are more idiosyncratic.

In terms of drawing the actual dinosaurs’ forms, they actually 
do not always pass the state of the elementary school draw-
ings, in the sense that the dinosaurs possess what are clearly 
dinosaurian characteristics, but do not always manage to 
create a persuasive whole.  However, generally speaking they 
are somewhat more specific and holistic in their approach to 
anatomy.

Erwin Nursery School, Pre-Kindergarten:
This is the youngest age group that did this project, and it 

was probably a little beyond their abilities.  However, it is still 
interesting to see what they did with this challenge.

The drawings are fairly abstract, and the figures are rudi-
mentary.  The stories are fairly simple and straightforward.  
However, they possess a kind of purity which makes them 
revelatory to look at; the dinosaurs’ interactions reflect the 
level of interactions that exist within the students’ awareness 
at this time: looking at things, eating, simply being together.  
To a child of this age, these kinds of interactions are the 
vocabulary of their life; a dinosaur can’t do anything more 
than that in their minds, because they are not really aware of 
other forms of interaction.  This kind of “childlike” behavior 
actually ends up being much more mature than the work by 
the high school and college students, because they don’t have 
competing levels of reality to assimilate (sincerity vs. irony 
or self vs. group identity, for instance); they are just at one 
with their world, in a way that is probably more akin to any 
animal’s experience of reality than the meta-view of a college 
student.

Redhouse art gallery:
These drawings were by a range of adults and children and 
show off an accompanying range of drawing skills and mo-
tivations.  As usual for Chris’ project, adults often make the 
most interest work, once they can be persuaded that creative 
activities are not just for kids!

The stories tend to be straightforward, with some unique 
exceptions.

XL Projects art gallery:
These drawings were made by a similar mix of adults and 
children, and produced similar results.



Museum of the Earth:
These drawings were all made by children, but of various 
ages, up through the teen years.  It should be noted that these 
teens’ work is comparatively more thorough and exuberant 
than the high school students’ work, which can probably be 
attributed to the fact that they were at the museum willingly, 
and chose to do this project from among the various other 
options at the museum of their own free will.

The drawings range from fairly abstract to fairly represen-
tational.  The stories also range from very simple to slightly 
more complex and humorously goofy.

Dewitt Elementary School, 3rd Grade #2:
Generally similar to Dewitt, 3rd Grade #1, except that the di-
nosaurs tend to be more holistically drawn, and not so much 
a collection of characteristics.  Highly inventive imagery.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Kindergarten #1:
The imagery is transition from the more abstract forms seen 
in Erwin Nursery School to a slightly more concrete sense of 
figure, some with dinosaur characteristics and some without.

The text ranges from non-existent to simple descriptions to 
semi-stories.

However, they are very creative users of these simple ele-
ments, creating fairly fantastic scenes.  This is another 
example of the balancing point between fantasy and reality 
on which dinosaurs sit.  Children of this age have even less 
knowledge of dinosaurs than adults, so the imagery becomes 
more about fantasy and the stories are more archetypal.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes 2nd/3rd grade #1:
Fairly close to holistic-looking dinosaurs, but still with an 

anthropomorphic/imaginary aspect.  They possess many 
unique details and creative aspects; they were very involved 
in their drawings.  The stories are entertaining and involved.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes 1st grade:
They still live in a world that is partially representational, 
with clear dinosaur characteristics, and on the other hand it 
is partially random and imaginary.  The stories clearly show a 
much greater sense of motivation and plot than kindergarten 
classes.

Dewitt Elementary School, 3rd Grade #3:
The drawings are fairly representational and look like com-
plete dinosaurs.  The stories are not as complex as some oth-
ers of their age group.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes 2nd/3rd grade #2:
The dinosaurs are mostly collections of dinosaur characteris-
tics with semi-random bodies; many look closer to modern 
animals than those of other groups.  The stories are straight-
forward.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes 3rd grade #1:
These drawings show a lot of detail in things like background 
and coloration.  They have a lot more detail and cohesion 
in their characteristics and are more persuasively dinosaur-
like than most.  It is a very egg-centric set of drawings!  The 
stories are straightforward.
Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes 2nd grade:
These have somewhat more of a range in drawing level than 
most other groups.  Some are fairly abstract while others 
have reasonably-honed dinosaurian forms.  They have a very 
fun and playful style of drawings.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes Kindergarten #2:



The imagery is pretty abstract but creative.  The stories are 
more complicated than many for this age level.

Bellevue Elementary School, Say Yes 3rd grade #2:
The drawings are still in the form of somewhat random bod-
ies with some dinosaur characteristics, and are simpler than 
many for this age level.  The stories are straightforward.

Ed Smith Elementary, Kindergarten:
Most of these images are closed forms with some dinosaur 
characteristics, but some are fairly abstract.  Others look 
reasonably persuasive.  They are creative and use color nicely.  
The stories are basic but often creatively anthropomorphic.

Miscellaneous:
The drawings are made with care and attention to detail.  The 
stories are creative and complex.  This is one of the more 
interesting groups due to the self-awareness of the text.

Overview of the Groups of Drawings
The drawings as a whole tend to reflect the age and interests 
of the artists, both in drawing style and in their characters’ 
stories  The drawings generally don’t tend to be particularly 
realistic, either stylistically or anatomically. 

They show the dinosaurs in a series of behaviors that in some 
cases are probably pretty close to what they think dinosaurs 
would have acted like (especially in the case of children’s 
drawings), and in other cases are willfully anthropomorphic 
or fantastic.

Most-Drawn Dinosaurs
The most popularly-drawn dinosaur by far was Tyranno-
saurus rex, which was featured in almost half the drawings.  
Interestingly, the second-most popular dinosaur was the 

ambiguous category “imaginary/unclear.”  Stegosaurus came 
next, beating out Triceratops; in many of the other proj-
ects these two were reversed.  It may be that Stegosaurus’ 
plates are easier to draw, are more recognizable, or are more 
uniquely dinosaur-like than Triceratops’ horns.  Pterodactyl 
once again beats out Pteranodon.  The graph shows the Long 
Neck, Apatosaurus, and Brontosaurus separately, but if they 
were combined, they would be the second-most popular 
dinosaur.  Velociraptor is reasonably low down the list, once 
again showing that its Jurassic Park popularity hasn’t taken a 
permanent hold, or at least it has only to the degree that it is 
now recognizably a second-tier dinosaur.  Diplodocus scored 
very low; it used to be a very popular dinosaur, but seems to 
have fallen out of favor these days.

Some fairly obscure dinosaurs, like Therizinosaurus, Kent-
rosaurus, Caudipteryx, Dilophosaurus, Carnotaurus, Psit-
tacosaurus, Struthiomimus, and Charcharodontosaurus were 
drawn for this project, which is all the more impressive con-
sidering the participants’ average age and the fact that they 
were not able to do any research on their own, as opposed to 
Casting Call.

Trends in Content
All of the following trends should be understood in the light 
of the knowledge that a third of the participants completed 
the project incorrectly by either not writing down their story 
or by drawing only one dinosaur species instead of two.

Several participants drew on both sides of the paper.  Some-
times this was because they were unhappy with the drawing 
on the front, sometimes they wanted to continue the drawing 
on the front, and sometimes they were done early and simply 
wished to doodle.  Usually these drawings on the backs of the 
paper were also dinosaur-related, but not always.  The backs 



of the paper are always printed alongside their fronts in the 
images above, but are only listed on the chart if they had to 
do with dinosaurs.

There was a very low amount of “disreputable behavior” in 
the images, in the sense of cursing, drinking, or sexuality.  
The few examples came from the high school and college 
students.

There was a small trend towards having dinosaurs eating the 
wrong kind of food--plant eaters eating meat, meat eaters eat-
ing plants.  It was never clear whether this was intentional.

A fairly high number of dinosaurs either possessed human 
objects or were in anthropomorphic situations--almost a 
third of the drawings altogether.

Several dinosaurs spoke to each other as if they were hu-
man (“Hi, how’s it going?”), while others spoke “dinosaur” 
(“Graaakk!”).

Most of them were at least generally anatomically correct 
(57%).  This means that they had the right number of limbs, 
the characteristics specific to their species (e.g., Triceratops 
had horns), and were at least close to the dinosaurs’ basic 
body contour.

Almost two-thirds had some kind of background imagery, 
showing that they were invested in creating a whole world for  
these dinosaurs and not just showing them in some abstract, 
removed manner.

There was a minor but noticeable trend towards showing 
some kind of extinction event, or at least referencing the 
earth’s early geologic state through meteors and volcanoes.

A fairly high portion (17%) involved eggs or mothering in 
some way; this is likely influenced by the talks Chris would 
give to the students ahead of time, during which he would 
mention that some dinosaurs seem to have been good par-
ents, and that others would try to eat their eggs.

One of the major questions Chris had at the outset was 
whether the dinosaurs in the drawings would all end up fight-
ing or eating each other.  These are certainly very prevalent 
story lines in both the entertainment and scientific media, so 
it would not be surprising if this was the case.  However, ag-
gressive and friendly behavior was split almost exactly, with 
41% of the drawings showing aggressive characteristics and 
40% showing friendly characteristics.

6% of those friendly dinosaurs explored additional roman-
tic territory, while 55% of the total were involved in eating 
somehow.  (This did not necessarily involve aggression since 
they may have been eating plants.)

The age of the participants didn’t seem to make a big differ-
ence in regard to any of these thematic trends.  Young and 
old alike were willing to have dinosaurs eat each other, or just 
go for a picnic together holding hands.

Overview
This series implicitly shows that dinosaurs are a fruitful 
source of imagination and content for people of all ages.  
They can be simple and complex, peaceful or warlike, and 
even sexual.  It seems like people are able to imagine a wide 
range of relationships between dinosaurs and they can skip 
back and forth between “probability” and “fantasy” easily 
and without worry--in fact, that is almost the point of why 
people like to draw dinosaurs in the first place.
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