
ANALYSIS

Tyrannosaurus rex is the only dinosaur named by every 
single contestant.  One can see that it was named early on 
within each participant’s list by the darkness of the ring 
around Most of its dots, and in fact it was actually named 
first by half of the contestants, far more than any other 
dinosaur.

Triceratops has the second-most number of dots and 
Stegosaurus has the third-most.  However, Stegosaurus 
has more “first-named” dark rings than Triceratops, sug-
gesting a curious contest of popularity between the two: 
more people thought of Triceratops, but more people 
thought of Stegosaurus before they thought of Tricer-
atops!  After them, the list drops off more precipitously, 
with very few others that were named nearly as often or 
named first.  Note, however, that if the listings for Bron-
tosaurus and Apatosaurus (which are two different names 
for the same dinosaur) were combined together, they 
would be in the same league as Triceratops.

Many of these dinosaurs were only named by the first two 
contestants on the left, who took the 5-minute, as opposed 
to 1-minute, version of the game (they also both happen to 
be paleontologists).  Similarly, there are also very few con-
testants who named dinosaurs that were not named 
during one of these two 5-minute games.  Taken together, 
these observations suggest that this list, even in its cur-
rent form, is a fairly good representation of the most 
popular dinosaurs.

Please feel free to join in this project and fill out your 
very own Species-A-Rama! form--can you name more dino-
saurs than these contestants did?
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Species-a-rama!
Goal: Name as many dinosaur species as you can.  You can choose your 
own time limit: 1 minute, 5 minutes, or15 minutes.

You are in a race against yourself, and may try this project as many times 
as you wish.  You are also in a contest against everyone else who takes 
the test: all contestants’ names and their scores will be organized by time 
category (1, 5, 15 minutes) and posted on the internet at 
www.chriswildrick.com under the “Interactive Projects” link.

Rulings on Names: This challenge is designed towards inclusiveness.  The 
point is not to see who can best take advantage of the intricacies and 
controversies of cladograms or dinosaur nomenclature rules, but to see if 
you can name a whole lot of dinosaurs really fast.  Thus, “dinosaur” is 
meant in its colloquial sense and includes all dinosaur-like animals such 
as their coeval flying and swimming reptiles, pelycosaurs, dinosaur-bird 
transitional forms, etc.  Nomen ex dissertatione, nomen dubium, nomen 
nudum, nomen oblitum, ichnospecies, and synonyms are all allowed.

If there is a question as to the validity of a listed dinosaur species, it will be 
checked against a set of the reputedly “complete lists of all dinosaur 
species” found on the internet.  If it is included on one of these lists, it will 
count; if not, it won’t.

Your Name:

Category of Competition (circle one): 1 minute    5 minutes    15 minutes
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THE FORM

Abelisaurus

Alamosaurus

Albertosaurus

Allosaurus

Anatosaurus

Anatotitan

Ankylosaurus

Apatosaurus

Archaeopteryx

Argentinosaurus

Barosaurus

Baryonyx

Brachiosaurus

Brachyceratops

Brontosaurus

Camarasaurus

Camptosaurus

Carnotaurus

Ceratosaurus

Chasmosaurus

Coelophysis

Compsognathus

Deinonychus

Dicraeosaurus

Dilong

Dilophosaurus

Diplodocus

Dromaeosaurus

Dryosaurus

Duckbill

Edmontonia

Edmontosaurus

Eoraptor

Euoplocephalus

Giganotosaurus

Gorgosaurus

Gryposaurus

Herrerasaurus

Iguanodon

Kentrosaurus

Kritosaurus

Lambeosaurus

Lufengosaurus

Majungasaurus

Masiakasaurus

Megaraptor

Minmi

Muttaburrasaurus

Nanotyrannosaurus

Oviraptor

Pterodactyl

Rapetosaurus

Saltasaurus

Shuvosaurus

Sinorthinosaurus

Stegoceras

Tyrannosaurus rex

Unenlagia

Velociraptor

Pachycephalosaurus

Parasaurolophus

Pentaceratops

Plateosaurus

Protoceratops

Psittacosaurus

Pteranodon

Stegosaurus

Stygimoloch

Styracosaurus

Supersaurus

Tarbosaurus

Titanosaurus

Triceratops

Miasaura

Microraptor

Rajasaurus

Spinosaurus

Ultrasaurus

Cryolophosaurus
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The very first dinosaur on someone’s list

All the other dinosaurs from the first third of someone’s list

All of the dinosaurs in the middle third of someone’s list

All of the dinosaurs from the last third of someone’s list except the very last one

The very last dinosaurs on someone’s list

Participants
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Species·a·Rama!
DESCRIPTION

This project is a simple contest to name as many dinosaurs 
as you can in a certain time limit.

This obviously brings up an immediate question: who can 
name more dinosaurs, an 8-year-old or an adult?  But it 
turns out to be more complicated than that, as the ten-
sion builds between one’s memory and one’s speed-writing 
skills!

By asking for a list of dinosaurs within a time limit, the 
participants are forced to rattle off the ones that are the 
most deeply burned into their memories.  These will in 
turn tend to be the dinosaurs that are the most prolifi-
cally reproduced within popular culture and have the 
strongest resonance with one’s own psyche, thus provid-
ing us with interesting data on these subjects.

This information also enables us to see a secondary hierar-
chy of dinosaur popularity.  Working on the hypothesis 
that the dinosaurs named first are the most popular and 
psychologically relevant, while those that come later are, 
literally, afterthoughts, we can see that some are even 
more clearly salient in our culture than others.

In order to clearly communicate these results, this chart 
shows which dinosaurs were named by each person, and in 
what general order.

The contestants are listed in order of the number of di-
nosaurs they were able to name, from most to least, on the 
X-axis.  all the dinosaurs that have been named so far are 
then listed in alphabetical order on the Y-axis.  For every 
dinosaur that a contestant named, a red dot has been 
placed at the intersection of their name and the 
dinosaur’s name.  In addition, the red dots are sur-
rounded by grey-scale rings.  Each contestant’s first-
named dinosaur has a very dark ring; the farther down 
the list that a dinosaur was named, the lighter their ring 
gets.


