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(The Main) Hunter Rose Publishing Timeline

Comico Primer /Grendel volume 1 (1983-1984)

Mage 6-13 backups: “Devil by the Deed” (1984-1986)
Batman/Grendel (1993)

Grendel: Black, White, and Red (1998-1999)

Grendel: Devil Child (1999)

Grendel: Red, White, and Black (2002)

Grendel: Behold the Devil (2007-2008)

Grendel vs The Shadow (201 4)

Devil by the Deed: Master’s Edition (2023)

Several of these volumes retell the same story in
different ways.

Some aspects of his story evolve over time, other
parts stay the same.

In all of them, Hunter Rose grew up as a genius in a
boring small town, went to a fencing tournament in
his teens and was seduced by a woman in her 30s
who inspired him to break away from conformism.
He became a vicious but genius criminal with one
vice he cannot stand--pedophilia. He met and
adopted a young girl who he felt was a kindred
spirit. She eventually found out he was a criminal
and conspired to have him killed by his arch-
enemy.

My thesis is that these events reveal a pattern of
age-inappropriate relationships or sexual abuse and
may stem from an untold history of Hunter being
abused as a child himself.



Hunter as a child

He apparently had no
trouble at anything he tried.

It all came easy, a fact he
kept largely hidden from his
blasé parents and teachers.




"I EXCELLED AT
EVERYTHING 1 DID.
RICICULOUSLY SO.

“BUT BEHIND ‘MR.
WONDERFUL’ WERE
THE SAME EMOTIONAL
PROBLEMS EVERY KID
HAS. MY PARENTS WERE
Fools' ‘ITS OKAY! WE
UNPERSTAND! Y THEY
WERE BEHIND ME ALL
THE waY! BUT WHAT T
NEEDED WAS SOMEONE
IN FRONT OF ME ---
PIRECTION!

" IT wWASN'T VERY
LONG TILL T FELT
EXTREMELY BORED
AND LONELY.

Hunter, an omni-genius, was “extremely bored and
’ ’

lonely” as a child, feeling he was above everyone else.

His parents were “fools,” “blas
with “droning...numb” lives.
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” “bovine...prosaic,”
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EVEN MY
PARENTS.
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L \ \
WHY IS ITALL So
EASY AS TO BE

THEIR DRONING JOBS
LEAVE THEM LITTLE MORE
THAN PLEASANTLY NUuMBg, e

1(,__)” = U«

N

BORING 2 — 2 ®

EVEN THE
BULLIES,

THEIR LOVE IS BOVINE, J
THEIR EXAMPLE PROSAIC.

N
- \ 4
Y

A
ALL SO EASY.

The first volume says they were supportive but that
sense is not repeated in future retellings.

Later tellings begin to note that he was bullied--the
only hint of childhood conflict as opposed to ennui.
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without compassion
and spraying gasoline

on his bullies, although
he doesn’t kill them.

T AN IMAGINE
léILLINé IS

Does this psychopathy
derive from his sense
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of superiority, or is it
the consequence of
something we have not

// (yet) seen on panel,
- like sexual abuse,
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The teenage
Hunter is
seduced by
Jocasta Rose

e

JACKIE -~ HOW
OLD ARE YoU<?

N

Y-YOU'RE OLDER
THAN MY MOTHER.

\

DOES THAT
BOTHER YOUZ

1-1 6UESS
NOT.

717 L

zest for life,”

He is attracted to her “praise,
“brilliance,” “vivacity,” and “competitive spirit”--all
things he saw as being absent in the rest of humanity.



% TELL ME, OH, SORRY. I'M JOCASTA
& AN WHY DIDL y%u ROSE, A TRAINER WITH THE
THROW AWAY BRITISH TEAM. DIDN'T MEAN

“*I WAS FOURTEEN. ; y THE FINAL TO... UNCOVER ANYTHING,

BOUT?Z You DID

TWENTY YEARS
£ 7’ MY SENIOR. [
. DIDN'T ((\ /“ TWENTY YEARS
7

WITHOUT Y24,
SHE USED TO WHISPER
INTO mY EYES.

\

: um,,.
‘ YOUR
BUT IN A MOMENT... AN EON... INFI Q TOWELZ
ALL THAT CHANGES. N\,

> |

MY VERY
BLOOD
AND BONE. | A

Hunter enters a fencing tournament and is seduced A

BUT NOW TIME ITSELF

by a woman “over twice his age,” Jocasta Rose. B
They have an intense sexual and emotional

" [sxipPinG ALONG
| THE RHYTHM
OF OUR HEARTS.

relationship for a year before she dies.

/ AS WE WALKED
UR LO!

THROUGH HYDE PARK
AT DAYBREAK...

The two earliest versions of Hunter’s story put his
age at 14 and hers at 36. In later retellings he was
15. Presumably this was to make the relationship
feel (slightly) less like pedophilia.

Sometimes Hunter is drawn much more like a child
at this time, with the difference in their ages
apparent (above), and other times more like an
adult, with the age difference minimized (right).

R FOR THE
OISGRACED YOUNG
AMERICAN FENCER.
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BE SEEN

AGAIN.
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Thus, he was perfectly primed
for the incident that forever
changed the course of his f >
life..the moment he met her. » I IWAZ REBORN.
Jocasta Rose was one of the N /

y A b

trainers on the British team.

ARMmMS

She became his raison
d’étre. The source of
delight and stimulation
he'd hungered after his
entire, empty life.

-
| WAS REPRIEVED.

w
T
IN HER mou r‘-/(,
z

\ o
IN HER BOSOM, -

IN HER VALLEY,
| WAS RECEIVE! &
[E7 S ks

They savored days
upon weeks upon
months completely
immersed in each
other. Laughing,
playing, and loving
as if there were
literally no tomor-
row. They were
almost never apart,
and eventually it
became hard to
know where one of
them ended and
the other began.

s OULO
¥ A4 STAY IN BED FOR

, ’\‘ DAYS UPON ENO.
9

A

Following the tournament, she sought
out the brilliant young prodigy whom she
was certain had just forfeited his mark at
greatness. We can't be sure of her true
intentions as his accounts of her are
visibly naive. Still, she challenged him in
ways that he had never known, calling
his bluff while also singing the praises he

so desperately longed to hear. hours, they paced the dueling b
| strip, a physical expression of i b -

+ what she called le Jeu de Vivre... 1 5 RSB
/ a play on words—the endless :
Game of Life. He writes of these times extensively —
a and goes on for pages concerning her
vivacity and her fiercely competitive
spirit. If only he'd known how fragile
these moments were...how it all hung
by a silken thread.

GLIDING FROM
EACH ECSTATIC

TO THE NEXT.

RISING ONLY
TO FEED.

AND PAUSING
Jll ONLY TO SLEEP.
Uk

S0 SUBLIME.

Whether she planned to seduce him
is morally debatable, but factually
irrelevant. In her he discovered a spiritual
equal, someone whose eager zest for life
outshone anyone he'd ever encountered.
Her brilliance and gravity pulled him
away from his tepid world, and he went
without a glance back. She was thirty-six.

% : -

Their sexual relationship is explicit and only becomes more so in later retellings. The original Devil by the Deed says, “She seduced
him.” The Master’s Edition says, more confusingly, “Whether she planned to seduce him is morally debatable, but factually
irrelevant,” taking some of the predatory responsibility off her. In both cases, “His accounts...are visibly naive,” which begs the
question of whether he could truly provide informed consent.



..is for The LOV@T, one Jhaf

\\\

sucked his virgin soul.

UNtiL, FiNALLY, tHe FlaMe FOUND its GasoLiNe:
2N IMPetuous SIReN CAPtivAtep tHe
piABoLic BoY WHiLe HiS Li‘L DeviL JUSt

LauGHep AND LauGHeD.

His world was soon surrendered h
To a woman, sharp and dark.
Her appetites consumed him,
While her passions fired his spark.
And when she died, he never knew

The bitter seed s
His grief was overwhelming,

But his soul was not his own.

See, the devil don't care
What you need or want.
It's always Devil, Deed,

And Dénou

\ ( "
(i"’ \ i

Despite the fact that his diaries portray the relationship in the most positive of terms, some stories frame her actions as

predatory and abusive: She “sucked his virgin soul” and was “an impetuous siren.” He “surrendered to her” and “her

appetites consumed him.”

Regardless, she inspired him to become a master criminal, living outside the confines of boring, moralistic society.

If he was abused as a younger child, this would be a continuation of that cycle.



The eighteen-
year-old Hunter
and the eight-
year-old Stacy

w | 5
M, /A

But, as ever, Rose remained aloof and
unattainable, fending off all solicitations
with an easy charm. He was there that
night on a mission, after all, and after
commanding the room for a while, he
expanded his surveillance. As he cruised
the gathering searching out his host, for
the second fateful time in his life..

he found himself awestruck.

S A3

It was then that he
first saw her.

©

Soon after, Hunter again has a sense of love at
first sight, feeling “awestruck” by a child, Stacy.
This experience is intentionally paralleled to how
he was similarly awestruck by Jocasta.



ot e spectacular murder of Barry
Palumbo, the adopion of his only surviving,
ivid imagi-

M uch effort has been expended trying to
explain and understand Hunter Rose’s altruistic
interest in my mother, the young and wayward
Stacy Palumbo. By all examination of his own
accounts, it was a relationship based upon
genuine and supportive affection—the seemingly
lone spark of humanity remaining kindled in a
soul that had long ago left such considerations
as love and charity behind. I maintain that his
adoption and compassion towards his youthful
ward weren’t born from any pangs of guilt
associated with his role in the death of Barry
Palumbo, her uncle, former guardian, and only
surviving family. As I have mentioned elsewhere,
“guilt” is a human sentiment that found no
exercise in the psyche of Grendel. Rather, I
would posit that this atypical act of kindness
was an emotional echo, a memory of the
transformative blossoming he found in the
patronage of his own mentor. Hunter saw in
Stacy many of the same qualities that he adored
about Jocasta Rose and, in turn, that Jackie had
seen in him. There are several journal entries
wherein he even refers to a halfhearted belief that
Stacy could, in fact, be the actual reincarnation
of his longlost love. Of course it is more than
ironic to consider that this isolated empathy
would eventually lead to his ultimate downfall
and, in turn, result in the utter tragedy that

her life would inevitably become.

—excerpt from Devil by the Deed
by Christine Spar

From his writings,
1 know that he
saw the spirit of
his beloved Jocasta
in Stacy’s wistful

gentle, i
Taugh, and in her
sure and clever
determination. He
might_even have
considered her to
be his dead lover
reincarnated..if
he could ever have
allowed himself
to believe in such
superstitious
fantasies. Still, he
adored her as he
had no other since
Jocasta's passing.

They lived an
idyllic existence in
their swank new
home, filled with
walks  through
Central Park, tea
and pastries in the
afternoons, an
trips to the petting
200. By night they
were the living
embodiment of
that most hallowed
urban myth, the
cause célebre.

It was during these several years
that I believe she was actually the
happiest shed ever been in her

4 life—a state of being that she
‘would never know again.

Christine, Stacy’s daughter, Christine again says she believes this was an act of Hunter sees Jocasta in
thinks Hunter’s adoption of altruism, kindness, and “genuine and supportive Stacy’s smile, laugh, and
Stacy was possibly his only affection.” determination. Again it
act of good intention. She says she could be the
still notes, “Eighteen [is] a Christine believes Hunter mentored Stacy the way that reincarnation of Jocasta,
rather controversial age to Jocasta mentored Hunter, and says he almost believed now calling Jocasta “his
apply for adoption.” Stacy was the reincarnation of Jocastq, calling Jocasta dead lover.”

“his long-lost love.”



SO, HOW GOES
IT, TINKZ {7

¥ OKAY, PETER

BUT I THINK

HOOK'S ONTO
US!

Stacy Palumbo was
Barry’s eight-year-old
niece, his sister’s only
child, and she'd recently
been orphaned when
both of her parents died

in a car crash. Her only
surviving kin, Palumbo
took her in, but was an
awkward and distract-
ed guardian. She was
usually the only child in
attendance at these
distinctly adult affairs,
an isolating circum- ! Hunter was
stance that left her — immediately
lonely and bored. N = / struck with her
natural grace and
plucky poise in
the midst of so
many grown-ups.
She navigated the
party alone and
undaunted. Like his
beloved Jocasta...
she possessed a
singular aplomb.

WEE! HEE!
WEE! pee!

| o STACY'S SUCH
A LOVELY CHILDR

W HUNTER, T'LL SEE
YA LATER.IM GONNA
GO CHECK ON UNCLE
BARRY AGAIN!

q‘coma) theve weve no other
childrenn #/Ler ageat this
jat/uzrug But, thyoaﬁa/}u,
other childre yZZ:Ler age are
2 2 bores in Strange, also, to note: it is oné/ when I am

Zzpan‘mﬁvta Stacy’s sparkling with her that I seem to shake these recent
excceptional persona. 7 7 . Only with her at
Truly, she is...one of akind. e o ..anobserved. Em[n/%

heart of such pomp-and pageastry.

He was entranced by her youthful
wanderings, but at some point lost
track of her; she had seemingly
vanished from the scene. He took the
opportunity to do some reconnais-
sance of the estate while, more than
he cared to admit, secretly hoping to

Hunter believes other kids are - IR

HOW COULD HE
HAVE DONE ANYTHING
LESSZ WHO COULD
REFUSE THE NEEDS
OF SUCH A LITTLE

TELL HIM TO
HURRY, OR HE'LL
MISS HIS OWN PARTY.

%

droning little bores and she is
sparkling and exceptional.

Hunter is “entranced” with her

He thinks she is “one of a kind, my grace, poise, undauntedness In the first volume, they both engage in

kid-styl d banter. Thi t of
and aplomb, and kindness. Ia-Style games and banter. [his sort o

thing does not appear in later stories.

kind”"—but in what way?



“HER ONLY FRIEND-- THE KINDLY BUT
SIMPLE BEAST-- HELPED EASE HER
LONELINESS. BUT SHE LONGED FOR
THE DAYS WHEN HER ERRANT KNIGHT
AT LAST RETURNED HOME.

“SHE WOULD SIT ON HIS LAP FOR
JUST HOURS AND LISTEN TOHIS
TALES OF BRAVERY AND DANGER,

VGHE JUST AVEW THAT HE WAS
THE HANDSOMEST, MOST DASHING
KNIGHT IN ALL THE LAND.

VOF THE MYSTERIOUS BARONS, WHOSE

I'M ALL READY TO EVIL SCHEMES HE LAID LOW,

GO TO THE BALL, UNCLE
HUNTER! DOESN'T MY

YES, YOU LOOK

VERY FETCHING, MY
DEAR. AND SO, LET'S
BE ON OUR WAY.

“AND THAT SOME
DAY, AT LAST, THEY
WOULD BE

Cycle came full circle. MARRIED.

A lass again captured his heart. 12 U
' BY THE FLASHING POINT OF HIS
Blackened, hard, and brittle, WEAPON, THE PEN, AND THE / / 3 AND
IN LET OF HIS STANDARD,
it still trembled from the start. = SCARLET OF HIS & - )

To him she seemed a I’l angel,
So fetching, fair, and coy.
Made the man inside the fiend

Recall his days as just a boy.

Still, the devil don't care
What you need or want.
It's all that Devil, Deed,

And Dénouement.

Stacy is a normal kid who wants

i i o to show off her dress to other

Stacy is described as “A I'il angel, so . .

. ) g’ . kids. Stacy fantasizes about Hunter as a
fetching fair and coy”—using

) fairly tale hero that she would marr
sexualized /adult terms—but also Y Y

Hunter describes her with the mirroring his quasi-romantic/sexual

made him remember being a boy— sexualized term “fetching.” feelings for her.

harkening to innocence.



.is fora Ch'ild, scared and
" twisted, all alome.

After an initial
period of happiness,
Stacy was scared,
twisted, alone.

IN A WAY, I HAD NO ONE T
I KNOW HOW UPON. NO UNCLE
THE .g/l.:’\é‘\LLER ORFUNCLE HUNTER.

I’VE NEVER TOLD
You THIS/ DARLING/

BUT
UTTEHLY ALDNE
AS ACH
A L.

I COULP'VE
BECOME TgE

PREY EASILY/

H-S0
sn_r_

CHOSE TO

YOU’RE

FAR.

Hunter empathizes: “| felt utterly alone as a
child as well” with no one to rely upon.

Is this the parallel between them, not
excellence?

Is it pure loneliness, or the feeling of being
alone in a problematic situation with no one
to turn to2 Did he put her there?

Destiny's LAMB, tHe Li‘L ANGEU;WAS BeloVep of BotH Devil-MAN AND WolF. unfortuNAteLy,
tHe AffectioNs of eVill ARe of tHe ant mrac‘r ous, INSIDioUS KIND-

ExpoSed to SUCH ESCAPADes tHe Li'L ANGeL FOUND HERSELF ABSORBING SoMe oF fHese
WicKep SPiRits,IN tiMe, Swe founp +|<A* SHe CouLD See ONLY A Li'L Deyiy's FACE
IN tHe MiRrROR . . g

IN tTle Caun UaR INMARBACE Catt N QUALaBaAn CAAn -

“The affections of evil are
infectious and insidious.”

Stacy absorbed the wicked
spirits of Hunter and Argent

through their attention—a
parallel to the concept of
the cycle of abuse.



She again sank into the
melancholy that had
haunted her ever since
the traumatic break in
her relationship with
the Wolf. Grendel
makes small note of
this relapse of Stacy's
depression in his
logs—passing it off as
a recurring condition
that she would
eventually  outgrow.
His attention at this s
time was distracted by

the greatly increased

responsibilities of

”

ruling the entire East
Coast underworld. He
was often absent from
significant events that
he previously never
would have missed.

{
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To compensate for this loss of time spent
with his young ward, Hunter hired a
nanny—the late Elizabeth Devon—to tend
to Stacy's needs. Ms. Devon came with a
glowing list of references, and her services
were in high demand. Stacy, however, didn't
want a nanny who would surely only get in
the way of the devious plans that were
beginning to formulate in her churning
young mind.

Within a month, Elizabeth Devon,
who had never learned to swim,
drowned when she fell off a pier

3

r whilst walking with her young
%z charge. Stacy waited for a full thirty
@ minutes before reporting the

accident to the harbor authorities.

W
\‘ - S y - . The official report describes her as
4 ) . o unusually calm in the aftermath of

b such a trauma.

i PN And, oh how she hated
that this nanny insisted
’ on making her wear pink. l

2=

Y

A
»
4
. —
—=V R
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] L A Stacy later said that she made
| 4 herself hot chocolate that
night before going to bed.
It Later, Grendel would write of his reliel
that Stacy had reacted so well to this
s by of AR AL ! horrible incident—indeed, she seemed

to be rising above the cloud of gloom
that had enshrouded her for so long.

After arranging for Hunter and Argent’s

Stacy’s feelings of melancholy quickly lead t der, with
acy s teelings ot melancholy quickly lead 1o murder, wi deaths, she has a child-like mug of hot

a sociopathic absence of emotional response to the murder. . .
chocolate and otherwise feels nothing.



Hunter and
anti-pedophilia

A-AH, CH-CHAT 2
A-ABOUT NHAD

THE RING,
OF COURSE,

/ CHRISTIE,
N THE UNPERWORLD,

EVEN THE MOST WELL-KEPT
SECRETS AREN'T SAFE FROM
GRENPEL.. YoU'RE THE INVISIBE
HEAD OF THE LARGEST
PROSTITOTION RING
IN THE CITY.

ALL RIGHT, O\ 1
B-BUT WE NEVER
CROSSED Yoo! /]

NOT DIRECTLY.
BUT IT HAS COME TO MY
ATTENTION THAT MoST OF
YOUR GIRLS ARE RATHER
YOUNG, NOT EVEN FOURTEEN,

PON'T QUESTION
ME WORM

“Most of your girls are rather young,
Not even fourteen! | no like dat.”



i
ACTUALLY, HE FOUND IT
TO BE RELATIVELY PAINLESS,
CONSIDERING THAT INSIDE OF A
YEAR, I TRIPLED THE T
ORGANIZATION' INCOME . THE INCREASED But despite the Wolf's

THREAT OF GRENDEL PRACTICALLY most brutal efforts, Shortly after he assumed command,
NULUFIED THE WORKINGS OF Grendel's  empire Grendel instigated his absolute
RIVAL MOBS N THE CITY. maintained its monopoly intolerance for pedophilia. A decree
AND I CUT CERTAIN over organized crime. E/en_t out ;o ;\éedr_y corner off his
OFFENSIVE ACTIVITIES OFF There were some areas lominion forbidding anyone from

THE ORGANIZATION'S ROSTER. left outside of the sphere
of his influence, but these
were activities that he
held in some particular
disdain; PCP distribution,
evangelistic frauds, and,
of course, child abuse
and pornography. In the
case of the latter, he
was in fact directly
responsible for wiping
out almost all such
activities within his
broad spectrum of crime.

engaging in, facilitating, or—even
worse—profiting from child abuse.

He of course had no problems with
predation, but crime between adults
H  occurred on a (theoretically) level
field. His journals express nothing but
disgust for those who target victims so

utterly incapable of offering any
contest in their own defense. He found
it grotesquely unfair.

His retribution for such
offenses was always
swift and merciless.
Based on criminal
records, he eventually
compiled a mental
data base of all known
offenders. Should they
ever again succumb
to and act on their
repugnant passions...
he would know.

"/ YES. THEO WAS A FANTAGTIC
ORGANIZER , BUT LACKED A
CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TAGTE AND
DISCRETION. 1 PUT AN END
TO SOME OF HIS MORE SEEDY
VENTURES. 1 SUPPOSE THE
BIGGEST ONE WAS CHILD
PROSTITUTION. I PRACTICALLY
WIPED 1T OUT IN THE CITY. EVEN
IN OTHER MOBS.

In other areas, his efforts became even more
brazen and notorious, including the assassi-
nation of city councilman Everett Christie.
Christie, it was later uncovered, was patron
to a secret ring that trafficked in underage
prostitution. This, of course, brought him
afoul of Grendel's ruthless and inescapable
judgment.

Activities he held in “particular disdain”:
PCP distribution, evangelistic frauds, child
THAT'S WHY T KILLED / . .
S S pornography, underage prostitution.

HOUGES, ONLY SANS TEENS.*

% SEE PAGES
5-14.

“I cut certain offensive activities... He has no problem with “predation.” If
| put an end to some of his more something happens between adults it’s on a “Absolute intolerance for pedophilia.”
seedy ventures...| suppose the level playing field. But he feels disgust at He memorized all the sexual

biggest one was child targeting those who can’t defend offenders, who have “repugnant
prostitution.” themselves, which is “grotesquely unfair.” passions,” in his area.



Bernie says:

“You don’t know
what it’s fucking

like! To be so...
so different! To

N V_/" - /\ " oo
A&A\'\\\\\. éé:— ; ’,//‘\y/) 2

be the only one
Who... who...
who understands

YOu DPoN'T K
WHAT 1S PR i /
To BE 50.-- SO DIFFERENT !
To BE -“{EO ON\\%H%NE
WHO .
[RipERsTANDS

THE_WAY |

the way!”

Hunter often

justifies his own
crimes with

similar logic--
that he is so

QUITE WELL. different from

N 7 OH,THAT'S WHERE
Ll SoURE SO VERY WRONG,
| \|f FooL. | UNDERSTAND,

W\ T\ UNDERSTAND

the masses that
his actions can’t

3 X i - 4 i ‘
W / / \| . ,gL’ } e 3 \ J \ be judged by
il 2/ NN Zo\ I them.
. &/ [N T AR
ol ’n“/., = = R\ '

A pedophile, Bernie Gene, abducts Stacy and prepares to film her.



Stacy in her
teens and early
20s with her

therapist

S
—

" IT' GOOD

7 THERE, THERE.., = N\
{ 17’5 OKAY. THAT'S A FOR YOU T0 CRY,

\ SWEETHEART. ')

An institutionalized Stacy marries her therapist
at the age of 20; he rapes her, kills himself, and
she rejects the eventual baby.



" DID YOU NEVER
HAVE ANY FRIENDS,
_ STACYZ

THE PALLIMBO INHERITANCE HAD SAVED ME
FROM A STATE ASYLUM AND BROLIGHT ME
LINDER THE CARE OF DR. ERIK OLLIVER.
THE ERIK OLLIVER -- BRILLIANT, THOUGH
RENEGADE, PSYCHIATRIST.

HIDDEN AWAY IN LUPSTATE |

NEW , THE SUMMERLEA |

HILLS HOME 15 AN EXCLUSIVE,
PRIVATE INSTITUTION FOR

PEQPLE WHO ARE...

DIFFERENT. WE DON'T LSE 4
WORDS LIKE “CRAZY" -~ e
AT LEAST, NOT OUT LouD. | S

e WHAT (5 IT ABOUT HIS
,{,“H“}SC%?%S%"RE Bl EYESZ THEY CHANGE S5TACYZ yOU MUST
THAN T CAN BEAR. COLOR FROM MOMENT HAVE FELT...

TO MOMENT. RIGHT LONELY.
NOW THEY ARE A DEEP
AND ABIDING BLLIE.

NO. TVE
TOLD You
; BEFORE, I

AR 2l DON'T FEEL
TM DROWNING Y\ _
IN THEM A B ANVTHING.

NO.
NOT RIGHT.
T THINK...
SKIRT.

— m@‘l
s i

Stacy’s therapist, Erik, thinks she is lonely. . .
She says she doesn’t feel anything—as seen when Stacy plans on seducing Erik,

she killed her nanny and also Hunter/Argent— voluntarily continuing the cycle of

inappropriate relationships much
like Hunter did with Jocasta.

reflecting her long history of trauma.



T WAS 50 SAFt
IN HIS ARMS.
NOTHING COULD
EVER TOLICH ME.

HE BREATHED IT }
IN MY EAR, A GROAN
ESCAPING HIS LIPS,

TWANT YOL...
" DADDY.
‘ DA A

WV aniill

T FELT SLICH HAPPINESS
AT THAT MOMENT -- 50
SHARP THROLIGH MY
RACING HEART, IT WAS
ALMOST LIKE A PAIN.

YES, T WAS
HIS LITTLE GIRL.

AND HE WAS MY
DADDY, MY CONFIDANT..
... MY LOVE.

% PLEASE,
DADDY, T

WANT YOU.

Later, Stacy is in denial,

Erik takes odvon’zraqge of his role as her

therapist but Stacy is happy. stating “he loved me” and
After marrying at 20, Erik violently “he was very gentle.”

Erik calls her “daddy’s little girl.” rapes Stacy over several protracted

She calls him “My daddy, my confidant pages, repeatedly using language Does this mirror Hunter’s

my love.” about “Daddy’s little girl.” memory of his childhood?



In sum (as | would have been saying over the course of the
talk if you heard it in person)...my argument is thus that there
is a lot of circumstantial (but not direct) evidence that Hunter
was abused as a child, either by his parents or by the bullies
in his early life. This evidence includes his lack of feeling

(and /or antagonism) about his parents, similar to Stacy’s, his
early sociopathy (again similar to Stacy’s), and his otherwise
seemingly arbitrary single moral stance, against pedophilia.

| would argue that he has either suppressed or transformed
his memories of these events, much as Stacy did with her
memories of her rape by Erik. This childhood abuse then
prepared him for his relationship with Jocasta, which we must
rightfully describe as predatory abuse as well, which then
further groomed him to start his own abusive relationship with
Stacy, a relationship that clearly has a sexual /romantic
framing given that he sees her as a stand-in for Jocasta—and
that she sometimes sees him through a romantic lens as well.
Stacy continued the cycle with her rejection of Christine,
whose own child was then murdered in a way that mimicked
sexual aesthetics as well. The concept of Grendel as a spirit
that insidiously corrupts the others you are close to parallels
the real-world cycle of abuse where people who are hurt
often end up hurting others.

Hunter’s ostensible attraction to Stacy due to her charm
seems much weaker than their actual similarity as people
who have spent their childhood feeling alone. Stacy’s
sense of being alone comes from her lack of power to do
anything about the situation she was trapped in by Hunter;
the child Hunter’s sense of being alone ostensibly comes
from his genius but could easily have come from being
trapped in an abusive relationship.

The other Grendels are all glitched or broken in some
way--something happened to turn them to the dark side,
to allow the spirit of aggression to live within them. Stacy
Palumbo was transformed by the knowledge that her
adoptive father was a crime lord and the fact that her
husband raped her. Christine Spar was transformed when
her young boy was murdered by a serial killer vampire.
Brian was transformed by Christine’s death and his sense
of inadequacy. Eppy Thatcher was transformed by his
descent into drugs. Orion Assante was transformed by his
need to control the world. (These are all simplified
descriptions.) In this chain, only Hunter seems to have no
internal flaw or initial spark. | would argue that we just
never saw it on panel—that his turn toward aggression
came from being abused as a child.



..is for her Dﬂughfer.

whose pain lies

deep within her bones.

Christine Spar, spurned
daughter of Stacy, mother of a
murdered child, and eventual
Grendel herself
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SUDDENLY THE BOY
STOPPED STAGGERING,
AND HIS MOVEMENT.
BECAME BIRDLIKE.
S
PUPPETEER.

Tujiro XIV/Innoce]rflof XLIl--a vampire
with a pedophilic-like fetishism

And the cycle continues...other children in Grendel.

.is for eryoufh, destined

o ascend the throne.

Jupiter, hunted child of world
leader Orion Assante, with a
complex relationship to his family
and dissolute descendants



