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The Who’s Who of Comic Fandom was edited by Larry Lattanzi but largely compiled by Jerry Bails.

Lattanzi was involved in fandom and underground comics but little information is available about him. He compiled and 

typed the directory.

Jerry Bails has been called the “forefather of organized comic book fandom” (Tom Brevoort) and "one of fandom's most 

articulate critics” (Fantastic Four 22). He earned a BS in Physics, an MA in Math, and a Ph.D. in Natural Science from the 

University of Missouri-Kansas City. He was a tenured professor at Wayne State University, starting there in 1960.

In addition to the Who’s Who in Comic Fandom, Bails worked on several other fan publications, Alter Ego magazine, edited 

or helped write several comics-oriented books, and founded CAPA-alpha, a comics amateur press association. His On the 

Drawing Board newssheet is considered one of the first ways fans could find out what comics were coming out in the near 

future, and which creators worked on them. He often worked with Roy Thomas, a fan who eventually became Editor-in-Chief 

at Marvel. He called the study of comics “panelology” and was key in differentiating comics fandom from sci-fi fandom. He 

worked to archive older comics on microfilm, authored several indexes of comics companies’ output, and led a crowd-

sourced initiative to apply the correct creator credits for early comics. This information led to him publishing this data online 

in what was essentially the first comic wiki; it is still available almost 20 years after his death at www.bailsprojects.com.

The Who’s Who was published by the Academy of Comic-Book Fans and Collectors, which Bails co-founded. The Academy 

ran the Alley Awards as a first attempt to create an industry-wide award for the field. 

Bails regularly mentored fans who aspired to be comics creators and would stop by his house and was said to live his life 

according to the morals of his beloved All-Star Comics.



Contents of Who’s Who in Comic Fandom, 1964

• An explanation of the code for the directory entries

• The board members of the Academy of Comic-Book Fans and Collectors

• The directory of fans and their information

• Fans whose addresses had changed

• Comic dealers and their information

• A list of current “Amazines” (zines)

• The Alley Awards

The Supplement:

• A chronology of fandom

• A chronology of comics

• A supplement to the directory

• The current Board

• A further supplement to the directory, but now with less information

• More late additions to the list of active fans

• A list of people “lost to fandom” who were seemingly inactive

• More Amazines

• The Academy’s Charter

• A history of the Academy

The Who’s Who is actually somewhat 

confusingly organized and labeled.

There is no clear reason why the 

Supplement is packaged with the main 

part of the issue. The Supplement has a 

table of contents and copyright 

information but the main section does 

not.

People’s names are listed in several sets 

of lists with little to differentiate one list 

from another and it is not clear why they 

have different kinds of information. The 

main directory doesn’t have a title. The 

editor, Larry Lattanzi, refers to himself as 

“I” but never actually lists his name 

anywhere.



The code for interpreting the Directory’s information on each fan



A sample 

Directory 

page



Russ Manning: noted as only the pro (Magnus Robot Fighter); had been working since ’53

William Pearson: publisher, editor, artist, writer, professional by ‘66 (witzend)

Mike Friedrich: writer, publisher, comic con organizer, professional by ’67 (Star*Reach); extensive letterhack

Phil Seuling: comic con organizer, instigated direct distribution, professional by ‘68
Members of the 

Fan Directory 

who later become 

professionals



Roy Thomas: writer and editor, professional by ’68 (Avengers), letterhack to Green Lantern 1, Flash 116, 

Fantastic Four 5, 15, & 22

Len Wein: writer and editor, professional by ’68 (Giant-Size X-Men)

Marvin Wolfman: writer and editor, professional by’68 (Tomb of Dracula)

Donald Thompson: writer and editor, professional by ‘70 (All in Color for a Dime)

Members of the 

Fan Directory 

who later become 

professionals



Douglas Moench: writer, professional by ’70 (Moon Knight); wrote letters to Amazing Spider-Man 17, Avengers 

51, Captain America 102, Silver Surfer 14

Steve Gerber: writer, professional by ’72 (Howard the Duck); wrote letters to Fantastic Four 19, Amazing 

Spider-Man 26, Captain America 118

Mike Vosburg: artist, professional as of ‘72 (Tales from the Crypt)

Allen Milgrom: artist, writer, and editor, professional by ‘72 (Marvel Fanfare)

Jim Starlin: artist and writer, professional by ’72 (Captain Marvel and Thanos)

Members of the 

Fan Directory 

who later become 

professionals



David Cockrum: comic artist, professional by ’72 (X-Men); wrote letters to every Marvel book every month 

including letters in Fantastic Four 22 and 36, Amazing Spider-Man 12, Atom 1. Met his wife through his letter 

to Fantastic Four 34. 

David Gibbons: artist, professional by ‘76 (Watchmen)

Steve Perrin: Game designer and founding member of the Society for Creative Anachronism, professional by 

‘76 (Runequest)

Mark Gruenwald: writer and editor, professional by ’78 (Quasar)

Steve Grant: writer, professional by ‘80 (Punisher)

Margaret Thompson: editor as of ‘83 (Comic Buyer’s Guide)

Members of the 

Fan Directory 

who later become 

professionals



The Alley Awards

Highlights include:

Best Editor: Stan Lee

Best Writer: Stan Lee

Best Artist: Carmine Infantino

Best Colors: Mystery in Space

Best “Adventure-Hero” Comic: Amazing Spider-Man

Favorite Short Story: ”The Human Torch Meets 

Captain America,” Strange Tales 114

Top Hero: Spider-Man

Top Group: Fantastic Four

Top Supporting Character: The Thing

Top Villain: Sub-Mariner

Strip Favored for Revival: Dr. Fate

Outstanding Fan Artist: Ronn Foss

Outstanding Fan Writer: Jerry Bails

Top Comic Amazine: The Comic Reader

Strip That Should Be Improved: Justice League

Desired Crossover for The Brave & The Bold: Hawkman-Flash



Primary Missions of the Who’s Who:

• Provided a way for fans to contact each other

• Alley Awards, to call attention to excellence

• Essays, to provide information

The Academy as a whole also:

• Advocated for fair practices

• Supported organizing comic cons



A comparison with contemporary Fan Forums, using 

Comic Vine as an example:

• Provide a way for fans to contact each other

• Fan polls and reviews, to call attention to excellence

• Essays, to provide opinion

• Wiki, to provide information

• Fan art, fan fiction, role-playing games, and battle 

debates to engage in direct fan activities



First letter to a sci-fi 

magazine with a fan’s 

address: John Mackay, 176 

Garfield Ave., Jersey City, 

NJ, in Amazing Stories, v2 

issue 5, Aug. 1927 



TM Maple Uncle Elvis Orten



The issues I have letters in





Avengers Forever 1

American Flagg 2 

and 7



Mark Gruenwald

Omniverse 1

Fantastic Four 20

Official Handbook of  the Marvel Universe



Cat Yronwode wrote 

“hundreds” of letters, 

including to American 

Flagg 3 when already a 

professional. Earlier, she 

engaged in a letter-

writing experiment to 

see if bland, positive 

letters were more likely 

to be published, as 

described in Avengers 

187.

She also created the 

Lesser Book of the 

Vishanti, a compendium 

of Dr. Strange’s spells.

https://www.luckymojo.com/vishanti.html
https://www.luckymojo.com/vishanti.html


Jo Duffy writing in to 

Ms Marvel 11 as she 

transitioned into being 

an editor



Ralph Macchio in 

Deadly Hands of 

Kung Fu 22 before 

becoming assistant 

editor in issue 26



Wendy Pini

Met her husband, Richard, when he contacted her via 

the address published in her letter in Silver Surfer 5.

Also cosplayed as Red Sonja.



Kevin Eastman to 

Cerebus in 1984.

He included a copy 

of Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles 2.

Frank Miller

The Claws of the Cat 3



JM DeMatteis

Amazing Spider-Man 73

Defenders 27



George RR Martin

Fantastic Four 20

Avengers 12



Fred Hembeck

Iron Man 109 

and 112

Larry Marder 

of Beanworld 

sent in 

similarly 

unpublishable 

art to New 

Mutants 25



Letters to Saga 70



Cincinnatus

Claws of the Cat 3
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