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2023 Transformers Comic



Debates over Different Groups’
Needs



THIS PLACE 15 A TREASURE
TROVE OF ENERGY AND RAN
NMATERIALS, UNLIKE DUR OLD
HLSK OF A PLANET. THE
BATTLE I5 HERE. INE MUST
HOLE OUR GROUNE AGAINST ANP OUR

ENENVIES HRVE
e Ol e Gl

: WERKIVESS.

i

Cybertron is a “husk”,
lacking energy and
resources.

Earth is a “treasure trove of
energy and raw materials.”

The Decepticons will “take
Energon from anywhere
they can get it, and happily
will do so by force.”
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5PIKE, THEY'VE WRSTED NO |
TIVIE. THE PECERTICONS ARE THEY'LL |
ATTACKING YOUR HOME. TAKE J

ENERGON
FROM
ANVYWHERE
THEY CAN
GET IT ANP
HAPPILY ILL
rP0o s0 8Y
FORCE.

The current shared Transformers/Gl Joe universe is called the Energon Universe,
showing its importance to everyone, not just the Transformers.

In the Gl Joe part of the story, Cobra seeks Energon for its weapons capacity and
has the same lack of concern for how it affects others.



PLANET... IT MUST BE SURPRISING TO
YOU MEAN...

YOU, SEEING US STANPING IV
CYBERTRONZ FRONT OF ¥0U, IN ALL OUR
NETALLIC GLORY. BUT IWHERE WE
HAIL FROM IS A SHELL OF ITS
FORIVIER SELF. OUR HOVIE IS5 IV S
NEED OF SUSTENANCE. 4

ANP LODK AT THE
LANEZ Y0U LIVE IN.
YOUR RESOURCES

ANP RIPE FOR
THE TAKING.

OME/ T A SOUNPWAVE 15 NO FOOL. THE
WERKER ONE HE HAS PARTVEREL IITH
SPECIES. T FEEL HAS...INTERESTS IV NEW SPECIES.
| © come FoR i SOUNPWAVE'S PELIVERANCE OF A
YO, HUVBN. | RERAL, LIVE HUNIAN WILL SOLIIFY TIES
: ' ; WITH THE LEAPER OF CHBERTRON.
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Astrotrain, a Decepticon, believes it is sad but

inevitable that the powerful (Transformers) will take
resources from the weak (humans).

To him, this power dynamic is just the way of things.

ANP HE AND
SOUNPWARVE
WILL TAKE THIS
PLANET FOR ALL
IT'S WORTH.

o

MY HOME.
HE'S GOING
TO HARVEST IT.
THEY'RE GOING
TO BLEED

I PROMISED MY'SELF
| I WOULDP NVEVER HURT
| ANYONE OR ANYTHING
AGAIN. THAT MINPSET
DPOESN'T EXACTLY
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In contrast, the Autobots actually get help from humans.

Sparky helps the Autobots build a seemingly clean energy
source from a local dam, which will not only help Autobots but
will give the local town power for a decade. The relationship-—
at least at first—is symbiotic.



However, some Autobots do not
believe in this utopian
human/Transformer relationship.

When Beachcomber, who has come to
love Earth’s nature, has an opportunity
to turn the Transformers back on, he

doesn’t take it because he knows what
they will do to the environment.

He sees ALL Transformers as being a
danger to life and the environment.

"T KIVEW THAT EVEN WITH ALL
OUR GOOP INTENTIONS, THE
AUTOBOTS WEREN'T MEANT
FOR ERRTH. EVENTUALLY, WE'D |
END UP RUINING IT. I KVEW (8
WAR WOULD START AGAIN, | :
SOMEHOW, BECAUSE OF US. y l

ey




THE EARTH HAS 7 /%) 2
50 MUCH TO GIVE. ; . £
LODK AT ALL THE ENERGON TAKEN
ENERGON WE S B4 SHOCKINAVE.
HAVE ALREADY! =7 : HOU'RE WILLING TO
N\ ) = FEED CYBERTRON
WITH THE BLOOD OF
THEIR PLANET?

{

WHEN IT'S PHING OF THIRST,
YES! YOU THINK I WANT THIS?
Y0OU THINK I WANTED TO
FORCE YOUR HAND?P? 50
NMANY HAVE PIED, OPTIMIUS! IT
HAS TO MIEAN SOMETHING.

THIS COULD
BE THAT
SOMETHING!

Elita-One, an Autobot, believes they
should use the Decepticons’ Energon
and prioritize Autobots over humans
and the Earth’s resources.

Optimus asks if she’s “willing to

Earth, and she says yes, when
Cybertron ”is dying of thirst.”

TAKEN...WE |
CAN USE IT. S
N TOGETHER.

I HAP TO VIRKE A
CHOICE. WHAT I DI
WAS FOR THE GOOP
OF CYBERTROI.

| THERE'S NOT MIUCH GOOP LEFT
THERE, PRIVIE. NO ENERGOIV.
PECEPTICON RULE. DUR PEOPLE
ARE STARVING ANP ENSLAVED. §
ANP HERE ¥0OU ARE, IN YOUR
NEW PARRAPISE.

Cyberton has “No Energon.
feed Cybertron with the blood” of Decepticon rule. Our people are

starving and enslaved. And here
you are, in your new paradise.”



The Value of Life



I HAP NO
IPER. YOUR
HONVIE IS &0...
FRAGILE.

T 4UPPOsE

$0. T NeVer
REALLY THOUGHT
ABOUT T THAT WAY.
EVERYTRING \S
ReELAT\VE T
SUPPOSE.

Optimus Prime
appreciates the beauty
_. RS> ‘ @ AR e » of the Earth, but does
g0 S o I gl AN ST e ) not immediately realize

D
WHAT..
BEAUTH
g

how fragile it is. He and
the Autobots regularly
cause pain and death by
their presence.

However, Prime cares for
those he hurts.
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Prime and Spike both see the Prime sees the deer as a Spike comes to see the danger the
dead deer as a significant marker stand-in for all life, Transformers pose to all life whenever
of their thinking. including humanity. they move into a space.



S$0..YOU'VE BEEN
ALONE SINCE THEN, 3
BEACHCOMBER? / = .,

THERE COULD
BE PEACE

While Optimus feels
empathy for vulnerable
life, he also believes in the
Autobots and their role in
maintaining it.

For Beachcomber, the life
of Earth is now his whole
life and tries to take a path
of minimal interference.
His hope is to find spaces

outside of all Transformer . b T K, & Con'T
. - ~ SN @ NORRY,  WE'LL FIND
encroachment. sl A e [ SAKE. o BT PART OF

THIS WORLD.

He sees animals as equal to
himself, and humans as
equivalent to animals.




Even Shockwave and
Soundwave see the
“majesty” and
“wonder” of nature.

But Shockwave is
sadistic about its use.

THIS PLANET HAS
MANY ORGANIC

WONPERS. THERE IS N

SOMETHING NEW TO
SEE EVERY DAY

BEAUTY WILL RIP?
SUCH A WONZERFUL
CRUSE?

HAVE ¥0U
EVER SEEN
ANETHING 50
MAJESTIC?

THE FEEDER
15 PREFPED
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Some Decepticons end up with a

PLEASE...
YOU'RE MAKING
A MISTAKE.
I CANBE
OF USE TO
You!

degree of empathy for some life forms

as well:

Starscream adopts a cat and

Thundercracker starts to let humans

escape.

FOR NOW, LET
Us GET THIS
UNPLERSANT
WORK OVER
WITH.




The Value of Beauty



EARTH ORBIT.
MILLIONS OF YEARS AGD:

Beachcomber is stranded on the moon for millions of years but learns to see its beauty.




ITHOUGHT 'N&
THIS MIGHT BE ¥

The Earth’s value is often shown and described as being
TaswenT e | it anchored in its beauty and the transformative nature of that
~EEES RIS ey beauty.

Optimus can see beauty in the world even while burning up
in re-entry.

There is less concern for the despoiling of the environment
in the sense of pollution’s health effects.

THEN I THANK
THE PRIVIES
THAT THIS WILL

LET'S
FIND THIS
MAGNUS GUY

ALREADY.




THIS PLACE
REVEALS VEW R

D0 OU RENVEMBER THE [l et
FIRST TIME WE MET?"

Surfing is regularly shown as a way of being one with nature.



SAN JUAN ; I SHOULD GO
ISUANDS. P SORANE WiH
: ~d ALIENS MORE

OFTEN.

“/ AREYOU \
& | SURE THIS
3 IS THE




2024 Transformers One Movie



Energon Is Life



Cybertron was formed out of

the body and life of Primus.

To protect our universe,

. he sacrificed his life force,

transforming himself
into our planet,



The Matrix was a source
of flowing Energon—that
is, Primus’s life force--all
over Cybertron until it
was lost.

Cybertron 's natural
power source, Energon,
flowed in abundance,

\

" across the planet. §

i

sustaining life e

l+!

until the Matrix
of Leadership was lost,

causing Energon |
to no longer flow.



Sentinel Prime tricks the masses
of Cyberton into thinking they
need to mine for Energon now
that it is now longer flowing
naturally.

He tells them that the surface is
desolate and without energy.

who toil selflessly to maintain
— our Energon reserves.
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It's unstable!

We got to go, we got to move!

Mining for Energon is
unnatural and can lead

to upheavals within the
planet.

- N
\’.




The Surface of Cybertron
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The surface of Cybertron is as beautiful as Earth is in the Transformers comic.




The Transformers who go to the
surface are visibly stunned and full
of wonder at the sight.




Quintessons and Organic
Matter



However, a wide variety of

organic matter, including some
seemingly techno-organic life,
has infested the environment. > S ’
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It seems unnatural and “weird” ‘ y \ B -
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to the Transformers. [ s ﬁ e
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- Ith like some kind
of weird nature. It's weird.



This organic matter
covers everything.




Some of it is beautiful but some
feels like dilapidation and decay.

The organic matter in particular
infests and decays the
Transformers’ old cities, returning
them to “nature” —except nature
is not natural here.




The relationship with nature is more
complex here than in other
Transformer series. It comes from the
Quintessons, so it is “wrong,” and it is
ruinous and decaying to the
Transformers’ built environment, but it
is also beautiful.

This organic matter comes from the
Quintessons, who have secretly taken over
Cybertron.

The Quintessons are notably more organic
in form than the Transformers. They have
some metal but also crab-like shells and
tentacles.

Their ships look similar to horseshoe
crabs—even their technology looks organic.




The Transformation of the
Planet



Wait. We have...
You-- You gave us...

The movie uses the multiple variations
on the phrase “you can change your
world.”

Alpha Trion says the Transformers
originally all had cogs, which allow them
to transform their shape but also to
change (transform) their world.

The ability
to change your world.
-~
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proving we all have
the power to transform,

We were given the power
to change our world

— -
_

Four other uses of the phrase. The Transformers can / R

. w ” and you chose to destroy it.
transform the world through their “spark.

This refers to their ability to end the autocratic rule of

Sentinel Prime, but also to transform the environment, in
particular the flushness of Energon.



Optimus is killed and is
brought to the core of
Cybertron.

There, the source of
Energon gives him the
Matrix, and restores his
life and bodly.




With the Matrix
restored, Energon
once again flows on
the surface.

-




Energon completely revivifies and
restores the environment.

However, will the Transformers
embrace the organic nature on the
surface?

Will the organic life have a
symbiotic relationship with the
now-flowing Energon?
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