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The world is
phenomenally
lucky that we’re
good people.




BLACK
CLOAKS.

Phaedra Essex

Banished from the Elf palace of Kiros, the last city
in the world, because she is secretly biracial; her
secret father is one of the most powerful Dracona
in the city.

Despite these powerful family connections she
becomes aworking-class Black Cloak, or cop.

BLACK CLOAK

ESSEX.

THIS IS THE HOUSE

OF PHINNEAS II OF
THANE.. THE HIGHEST-

RANKING DRACONA IN ALL
OF KIROS...WE DON'T
KNOW FOR SURE
THEY'RE NOT
INVOLVED.

e Power from social status

* Power from decisions/actions
that affect others-both in the
name of justice and oppression

YOU'RE
TAKING US
RIGHT INTO THE
DAMN LION'S
DENZ!

T KNOW.
IF YOU DON'T
WANT T0 STAY, T
UNDERSTAND.

I SAID
I'M STAYING,
DAMMIT!

‘Y




s, G
INDIVIDUALLY, SOME OF THE SHO%UH,E%‘&AKE
BRIGHTEST, MOST CLEVER, THEM RUTHLESS,
AND MOST SURPRISING OF  SHORT-SIGHTED, AND
ANY BEINGS LIVING IN KIROS. DESPERATE.

T CAN GUESS.
GALAL TIT IS NEXT
IN LINE FOR THE
THRONE NOW THAT
FREYAL IS OUT OF
THE WAY.

AND

AND THEIR TALENT WITH
ENGINEERING IS
SPECTACULAR.

OF COURSE THAT 0
WOULD MEAN A SHIFT
IN KIROS' POWER FROM A KIROS
ELVES TO HUMANS...FOR RULED BY
THE FIRST TIME IN ALL

OF HISTORY. SO, NO
BIG DEAL.

HUMANS
WOULD BE AN
UNMITIGATED
DISASTER.

. FORTUNATELY, g
THOUGH ELVEN RULE IS AND DESPITE
HARDLY FLAWLESS, THEY THE TRAGIC LOSS

ARE FOR THE MOST PART OF FREYAL, A TRULY
FAIR, REASONABLE, AND GREAT MAN, THE
PATIENT. THEY KNOW HOW QUEEN DOESN'T EVEN
TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE 2D SEEM TIRED.
WITH CALM. -

The world Phaedra lives in has extensive racial tensions, with Elves and Dracona on top, Humans
below, and Trolls, (Mer)Maids, and others at the bottom.



T HEARD HE
DIDN'T HAVE A
SINGLE TROLL
FRIEND.

DO YOU
HAVE ANY ELF
FRIENDS?Z

NO.
ELVES ARE
DUMB.

WE GOTIA GET
WHAT WE DESERVE!
WE'RE THE DOMINANT
RACE! YOU GOTTA DO
SOMETHING!

YES.
WE'LL GET
RIGHT ON
THAT.

ABSOLUTELY.

PEOPLE WILL
UNDERSTAND.
THEY WILL FEEL
FOR YOU.

THEY--

EVEN |F THAT
WAS TRUE, AND
T'M NOT SURE IT IS,
PEOPLE T LOVE WILL
BE KILLED, NIDA. IF
WORD GETS OUT THAT
T'M HALF DRACONA, MY
MOTHER WILL DIE. MY
FATHER WILL PERHAPS
DIE TOO...|F THEY
LEARN WHO
HE IS.

Racial tensions are strongly felt and potentially violent. Multiracial backgrounds are not acceptable.
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Races at the bottom of the hierarchy face stereotypes and direct negative consequences:
Maids lay fallow in bar aquariums and Bellweathers are considered inappropriate for Black Cloaks.



loc. >> 004,05

THETREES.

AT LEAST
THE TREES ARE ONE
OF THE SAFEST PLACES
WE COULD GO. VERY
FEW CITIZENS GOING TO
CALL ANYTHING IN,
NO MATTER WHAT
THEY SEE.

TESTAMENT TO
WHAT FAILURES
WE ARE.

Being an exotic dancer has the same
connotations asin our world.

As Renna says, “some people have
power and others don’t...which do |
appear to be to you?”

WELL,

BREATHE WITH A
BOOT ON YOUR KE‘;G§EY'TE‘E)S§

NECK.

There are also
class and
geographic
tensions.

The Trees are v

OFF TO A
an under- AT

policed ghetto
for certain
lower races.

ED YOUR

NTION THAT

THINGS ARE PRETTY FUCKED,
DETECTIVE. SOME PEOPLE
HAVE POWER AND OTHERS

DON'T...WHICHDO T
APPEAR TO BE TO
Youz

JUST DON'T
THINK ABOUT IT
TOO MUCH.



Black Cloaks are feared and disdained by
the old forms of power (the Elf ruling class)
who they can technically police, and the
underclasses who are suspicious of their
poOwWer.

YOU KNOW
T KNOW MY THAT
WAY 0UT, CLOAK DOESN'T
RIGHTZ PROTECT YOU AS
MUCH AS YOU
THINK IT DOES,

WE AIN'T
WRAITHS, BLACK
CLOAK.

YEAH, THE
MAGICAL
KIND!

I'M WORRIED
ABOUT YOU SEEING
THEM...YOUR
FAMILY.

THEY...THEY

COULD HURT
YOU...THE OLD
LAWS--

--ARE
SUPERSEDED
BY THE NEW LAWS.
THEY CAN'T TOUCH ME.
I'M A BLACK CLOAK.
THAT ALONE SHOULD
PROTECT ME.



AND N\
YOU UNDERSTAND |
FULLY WHAT THAT
MEA

I AM SORRY
TO INFORM YOU, YOUR
MAJESTY, THAT T WILL
NOT BE ABLE TO HONOR
MY ENGAGEMENT TO
YOUR SON, PRINCE

FREYAL TIT OF

Decision #1:

Phaedra
breaks up
with Freyal,
the Elf crown
prince, after
her Dracona
wings start to
grow and her
biracial
background
is no longer
possible to
hide.

S0,
IT'S ALL RIGHT
FOR YOU TO SUFFER
INSTEADZ TO LIVE YOUR
LIFE IN EXILEZ TO FEAR
HONOR KILLINGS AND
RETRIBUTION AT ANY
MOMENT?Z



CWMTTER
CWTTER

Decision #2: The Taka. Cute furry creatures thought to be extinct.
Actually, the EIf Queen has been violently absorbing their magic, which
she uses to keep the magic city working. They turn into Wraiths, which
people think are just a rat-like infestation of the city.

IS |IT...1S
ITREALZ T'VE
NEVER SEEN A
TAKA BEFORE. T
MEAN...NOT IN
PERSON.

WHERE
DID IT COME
FROM?Z



PERHAPS
“FALL" IS TOO EXTREME.
BUT JUST IMAGINE IT FOR
A MOMENT.. THIS CITY
WITHOUT ENOUGH

PAX, DON'T
LISTEN TO

HER syE's
LYING!

THERE HAS
TO BE ANOTHER
WAY, ESSEX! THIS
CITY NEEDS MAGIC
TO SURVIVE! |F WE
CUT OFF ACCESS TO
THAT MAGIC...SO
MANY PEOPLE
WILL DIE.

WHAT DO YOU
THINK THAT LOOKS
LIKE, DETECTIVEZ HOW
MANY MECHANISMS WILL
FAILZ HOW MANY FIGHTS
WILL BREAK OUT WHEN NO

ONE SPEAKS THE SAME

LANGUAGEZ HOW MANY
STRUCTURES WILL

COLLAPSEZ

DOES YOUR
FAMILY LIVE,
DETECTIVEZ

PHAEDRA.
KIROS IS THE LAST
CITY IN THE KNOWN
WORLD...|F YOU BRING
T DOWN HERE TODAY,
THERE WILL BE
NOTHING LEFT.

IF WE CAN'T
SURVIVE WITHOUT
KILLING THE INNOCENT
THEN NOTHING \S
EXACTLY WHAT WE
DESERVE.

The queen says that while itis aterrible
process, this is the only way to keep the city
running, and it saves the lives of the sentient
races.

The most vulnerable people in the city would
be affected by this loss of magic.

Phaedra sees the Taka as innocent beings and
believes it is an unacceptable moral sinto
base everyone’s comfort on their sacrifice.




DESTROYING : BUT
THE DEVICE IS ,‘ : THAT MAGIC...
THE ONLY WAY, | IT'S POWERING THE
THERON. \ CITY. WITHOUT (T...
PHAEDRA...

Phaedra explicitly says she is willing for some people to die in
order to rectify the city’s actions against the Taka.

Her partner, Theron, disagrees. He doesn’t want the Taka to be
hurt but would prioritize the lives of the sentient people of the city.

They both say they are trying to save the lives of “innocents.”

Note that even though Phaedra has significant family, class, and
racial privileges, and is enmeshed in a world where those things
are paramount, her power here comes not from those privileges,
or even from her identity as a Black Cloak, but from beingin the

right place at the right time, with the physical power to stop the
machine.

--YES.
SOME PEOPLE
ARE GOING
TO DIE.

WE'RE
FIGHTING FOR
OUR FUTURE
HERE, PAX!

IF WE
DON'T DO THIS
NOW, THEY'LL

BURY ALL OF US
AND EVERYTHING
WE KNOW DOWN

HERE.

IS OUR ONE
CHANCE TO PULL
IT DOWN!

THIS

I CAN'T
RISK INNOCENT
LIVES, ESSEX!

AND
WHAT ARE THE
TAKAZ!

WE CAN'T
BUILD A WORLD
ON THE BLOOD OF
THE INNOCENT,
THERON.

THAT'S
NO WORLD




"BUT ANY OF THIS WOULD BE A
DEATH SENTENCE FOR MY MOTHER. ‘!
|
i

POSSIBLY FOR ME--MAYBE THE
ENTIRE ESSEX LINE, SINCE MY
FATHER HAD ALREADY PASSED ON. |

MW What vulnerabilities are connected
FROM THE GIRL WHO HAD | isi
SR CRL D to these decisions, and where does
| HAD LOST EVERYTHING. i
_ the power to cause these

|

vulnerabilities stem from?

Sl NOT ONLY WAS MY FAMILY
TORN APART, BUT MY FUTURE. |
HAD EVAPORATED LIKE MIST. |

Y

o

| “I COULDN'T MARRY

| HIM. NOT WHEN MY
LIFE WAS A LIE.

“NOT ONLY COULD T NOT LIVE
EVERY DAY BY HIS SIDE AND KEEP
THE TRUTH FROM HIM, BUT T ALSO
|  COULD NOT DRAG HOUSE SIDRA
INTO THE MESS THAT HOUSE
ESSEX HAD JUST BECOME.

T
WILL ALWAYS
LOVE YOU. T DID
FROM THE VERY
BEGINNING.

Even though he is the crown prince, Freyal is the one
who is vulnerable and hurt by Phaedra’s breakup with
him. He is heartbroken and ends up anchorless.

YOU'RE
SCARING
ME.

Phaedra moves on to a queer relationship with a
woman (unlike tensions over race and class, same-sex
relationships seem to be normalized in Kiros) and takes
on a strong anti-elite and anti-racist perspective.




Because of the breakup, Freyal drifts away from his royal mores and starts
secretly exploring the life of the underclasses. He finds out about the Taka.

Once again, he is the vulnerable one. The queen, his mother, kills him to
cover up the secret of the Taka. Freyal’s Elf girlfriend and a Maid end up

being killed as follow-ups to Freyal’s death.

PAX, YOU
SEE THIS LI
SHITZ  /

WHY
DIDN'T THEY
EAT HER,
NIDAZ

NOT
FOR LACK OF

TRYING. SHE'S GOT
SOME SUPERFICIAL
BITES AND A CHUNK
TAKEN OUT OF HER.

SHE'S ALSO GOT

SOME DEFENSIVE

FROM THE
MAIDSZ LIKE SHE

WAS ALIVE WHEN )

SHE WENT INZ

THIS JUST IN--
BY COMMAND OF THE
QUEEN AND CAPTAIN GOODEN,
AN ALL POINTS FLASH HAS
BEEN ISSUED FOR BLACK CLOAK
PHAEDRA ESSEX AND BLACK
CLOAK THERON II OF PAX.
BOTH ARE--

These deaths are attributable to
the queen’s power as an Elf and
a member of the ruling elite.

Sheis also able to turn the
power of the state against
Phaedra and Theron.

Power will do what is necessary
to keep its secrets, no matter
who the victim is.



The city is beset by flood and fire, as the queen predicted.




The most vulnerable sections of town
are affected, including The Narrows,
which is completely flooded.

Many members of the underclasses
still live in the affected areas for lack of
any other options.

T THOUGHT THEY'D

QUARANTINED THIS

AREAZ EVACUATED
CIVILIANS.




THAT'S
VERY GOOD,
ROMU. IONA,
DID YOU SEE

IT T00%

I SAW THE
BIG FLASH OF
GOLD LIGHT, BUT
ROMU HAD THE
SPYGLASS, SO T
COULDN'T SEE
MUCH.

This is an example of
someone clearly below
Phaedra in social and
practical influence, who
Phaedra “used” without
thinking about it.

A kid, lona, who gave Phaedra some information that helped her figure
out what happened to Freyal and the Taka, feels guilty for helping
destroy her own neighborhood.

/ D . YOou
Kﬁo‘\’&’ﬂgw — REALIZE WHAT

4l T GOTIA CARRY
YOU SLEEP NOW, BLACK

AT NIGHT. IF IT HELPS,
. T SLEEP VERY
POORLY WHEN

T SLEEP AT

...AND T LOST
EVERYTHING T
EVER LOVED.

WHAT
WE TOLD

ROMU AND T. YOU HELPED
WE CAME TO THE YOu...
POLICE STATION

AND HELPED
YOu.



Phaedra’s relationships
with her girlfriend, Nida,
and her Black Cloak
partner, Theron, end.

They can’t accept
Phaedra’s decision to
hurt the most
vulnerable among the
city’s population.

— Zon s
Y THIS
BETTER BE GOOD,

' V/‘ PHAEDRA. '¢
-' T'VE

s

/ BEEN WAITING

FIVE YEARS TO HEAR

IT, SO T HOPE YOU'VE
BEEN STAYING UP

NIGHTS ALL ALONE IN

BED, GETTING T

RIGHT.

?

PAX, DON'T
LISTEN TO
HER!

SHE'S
LYING!

THERE HAS
TO BE ANOTHER
WAY, ESSEX! THIS
CITY NEEDS MAGIC
TO SURVIVE! |F WE
CUT OFF ACCESS TO
THAT MAGIC...SO
MANY PEOPLE
WILL DIE.




ONE OF ‘

YOU HAD TECH In addition to widespread,
WINGS, DIDN'T .
Youz seemingly faceless damage, = B
SHE LOST 4
Phaedra learns that people ReR s
close to her are hurt by the fires
as well. Theron’s daughter loses
JONO.

her Wings. . o A THANKS FOR THE

ON THE HOUSE,
A e o0e WE /' pAX. ZIN IS LUCKY

TO HAVE SUCH A
FATHER.

YOU'RE ' : :
SO NORMAL FOR Before the fire, mech yvmgs were
THE MOST PART, T seen as a way for privileged

SOMETIMES FORGET .. R
WHAT DIFFERENT Elves to mimic the abilities of

leege\ygktér—:b_,. lower flying races—a form of

cultural appropriation.

JOYA : g
Phaedra IS USING THE LY y  You

achieves h{\%ﬁgNﬁ“;g‘S@- .. D‘BH(Z%OD'
some small SHE WOULD. 7 M
redemption

when she - ’ g
gives her q

ol-d mech — 2 e Py | v

wings to :

Theron’s

daughter.




Some groups are positively affected by
Phaedra’s decision.

The Taka flourish, spreading across the city.

DID BRING
ALOT.




Other species perhaps benefit from the consideration of As Phaedra says, “maybe the mistake was

seeing Taka as sentient. treating them like mindless monsters in the first
place?”

Mermaids, or Maids, are originally seen as mindless, people-

eating horrors with insanity-inducing screams. They are kept A similar thing happens with the creatures known

behind a fence with guards and sonic deterrents. as Dragyern, who originally can’t be conceived of
as “citizens” but whose intelligence is later

After the floods, they spread freely through the new appreciated to a greater degree.

underwater sections of the city. Now that they are free, their
cries are no longer dangerous.

. THEE ehlES
AB‘(’,“&‘TA}“E | HAVE LESSENED
BOUTTHE — NOW THAT THERE'S
y NO WALL. MAYBE THE
‘- MISTAKE WAS TREATING

THEM LIKE MINDLESS

MONSTERS IN

THE FIRST
PLACEZ

T'LL TAKE
THE LOOKOUT
POINT.

UGH. GUESS
THAT LEAVES ME
WITH THE GUARD.
DID T LOSE A BET
AND FORGETZ

( PROBABLY.




Later, Phaedra, Theron, and a resistance
group comprised of members of the
underclasses as well as children of
some of the ruling classes manage to
stop another attempt by the elite to
control magic in the city.

B

KNOWING
WHAT YOU KNOW
NOW...WOULD You

DO IT AGAINZ

THE TREES
WERE BOTH HIT THE
HARDEST FROM THE FIRE,
AND ALSO THE HARDEST
TO REPAIR WITH MAGIC
SO LIMITED FOLLOWING
THE EVENTS OF
THE FIRE. (
<
a

BUT TODAY,
WITH THE USE OF
THE SYNTHETIC MAGIC
BREAKTHROUGH, AND
STOCKPILE, WE CAN
FINALLY BEGIN THE
PROCESS OF RESTORING
THE TREES TO THEIR

PREVIOUS
GLORY--

B/

They give this new synthetic magic to Phaedra’s
Dracona father, who is now the Prime Minister. He
uses it to restore many of the magical processes that
failed after Phaedra’s destruction of the Taka-
absorbing process.

The question is, what would happen if Phaedra faced
the same decision again, having seen the
consequences of her actions?




THE POWER FANTASY

= v Humans got through
’-l L \ the Cold War thanks o the

OFf course, mutually assured destruction

the ethical thing |  T9ngo; We nearly didns.
— : vy popped
7 to do is take over Captain Arsehole,
the world. we were all too

alighed.

it upset |
me?

We all saw how
that hippie bullshit
turned out in 1989.
So I went right, and
Eliza arrived to ioin me.

T

Valentina
and Etienne

Magus Masumi Eliza

Six people in the world have powers at the level of a nuclear state. Their existence makes the powers of nations
functionally irrelevant and the entire population of the world become vulnerable to the Superpowers’ decisions.



The two Superpowers at the center of the story are Etienne, who follows rigid ethical
guidelines based on what most benefits the most people, and Valentina, who is heaven-sent
and purely moral, making decisions based on immutable categories of right and wrong.

Don’t. We have two options:
world tyranny or frying
_the balancing act.

Both involve N
not killing me.
Let me at least
pitchyouon /|
_my plan...
N

Humanity has
always longed for
an all-loving god.
They’ve never
had it.

...and why he

me tell
you about
the pacifist
Bertrand

Russell... ‘

once wanted
America to
conquer the

world.

Etienne tells Valentina that, given the Superpowers’ status, they have two options:
Rule the world as benevolent dictators or engage in a constant balancing act among themselves and the

jealous nations.

Although he thinks the former is better, she insists on the latter, resulting in decades of perilous tension.



y e W AT v e

Punks. And
punks who read
books and hate

. O .
The world is pewer
phenomenally ~ Not the
lucky that we’re ! kind who are just

looking for a chance
to rumble with
the fFash.

good people.

Each of the

Forget about Etienne growing in power.
Superpowers Look at Heavy. What the fuck is he
L going to do next? A And Nazi
insists they are R \ Punks Fuck

Seriously-- A OFfF.
Never Trust =3 7 TN
A Hippie.

“good people”
andthatitis
appropriate for
them to have this
power, but they
are suspicious of
the foundations
of the others’
morals.




Despite, or because of, their lesser power, the
world states make a number of reckless moves,
including attacking Valentina with a nuclear
bomb at a peace festival. The Superpower Magus
understands that they do this partly out of
necessity, because their citizens feel vulnerable
and need the countries to do something.

© You've got
a problem, New
, Mr. President.

All those
voters know,
for certain, there’s
nothing you can do
to protect them
against us.

 The U.S.
heeds one




80 o) o o0} \ something.
agryasg =

Mr.
President/
I’ve told
the Soviets
already...

- I'mgoingtodo ™

. launch. You'll be |
. tempted. £

Dont

N B
R T e . -

The nations of the
world are not
imagining their
vulnerability or
secondary status.

Valentina solves
the Bay of Pigs by
destroying all of
the US and USSR’s
nuclear weapons.

SU:S. NUCLEAR!BASES)
o " TURKEV:




Understood.
So...what do you
want?

I’ll bloody
my hands instead.

Surgery instead of
annihilation.

Tell me.

For a
start?

The
president,
dead.

When the US tries to kill him, Etienne has to kill all the
people involved in the US operation in order to placate
Heavy, who otherwise wants to throw Texas into orbit.

Tonya, a reporter, points out that Heavy’s actions wouldn’t
just hurt the military elite, they would hurt the everyday
people that Heavy in theory wants to support. His bravado
makes people more vulnerable, not less. As Magus says,
“Heavy will keep on rolling dice until they turn up bad.”

knew the Texas is Poor people.
cost and a red state, yeah, Black peopr: 'I'zo...and
rolled the but it’s got Atomics  yoq have had to kill them
dice. there. Dead. You're g g5 q result of your
welcome. egotistical, Flyby
The shot bullshit.
at me was a
step towards
genocide of

the whole Family.

Not all Superpower interventions are so carefully
considered.

Heavy brings his floating city, Haven, over the US
border as an intentional provocation to show the
Superpowers’ superiority.

They

Including you. £
You're
welcome.



Everyday people
can’t handle being so
vulnerable to the

We were
looked after, short
term. The world had a shock.
We were in this fogether.
Lucky, as we were a mess

afterwards. whims of the
Monica got Superpowers. They
sunburn. I got

are thankful to some

frostbite.
A girl
From ciuss got Superpowers for
one of those cancers i
which crawled out of saving them from
her body, flew off, some evils.

and then died...

“t was only

later I redlised what “Mainly it was just

. i screams. Screams are eas . -
RS mam to translate. Screams arey “After living through you,

was seven years : . there wasn’t a city on Earth
after you. infernational. more prepared than Tokyo.
“They had drills and
training and...none of it

Meanwhile they live in horror at the actions
of other Superpowers. The vulnerability of life
feels random. Nothing they do matters.




e

, Is the
whole Pyramid...

gone? Yes. All

N ———

The effects of the Superpowers are extreme.

When one, the Queen, goes crazy, she destroys Europe in a
fight with Valentina.

Humans who have signed up to help the Superpowers are still
completely at the whim of those Superpowers. Magus
sacrifices 250,000 of his own followers to fight the Queen.

—~—
—~

250,000 of
them.
Fried them

all to clean the
mess the Queen made
and try and save
people and...
Fuck it.




The Power Fantasy also follows the lives of some individual normal people.

Tonya, a reporter, finds herself in friendly proximity to Etienne and Heavy.
However, she feels extremely vulnerable to them as well as to the state,
which attempts to persecute her for her relationship with them.

She is very aware that even though Etienne and Heavy protect her from the
state, that protection could easily be overturned if she was critical of them.

He finished
the interview,
walked of f, headed

uptown! I don’t
know anything/

I've got
nothing/ And

Let’s make this more general. Not what |
you do between yourselves. What you |
do with people who aren’t like you. S~
For example, me. I'm here,
and I'm here to work.

What
happens if I write
something you
don’t like?




- -

| Masumi/ | |
. Amazing ‘
\ hews! | ‘
. v |

|

N
Brown's €@
review has gone

live.

g

She says that
it’s a triumph, which--

The Superpower
Masumi can summon
a world-destroying
monster if she
becomes emotionally
unbalanced.

Her girlfriend,
Isabella, ends up
hating their
relationship because
she has to walk on
eggshells all the time.
She even has Etienne
psychically drug her
so she can endure the
emotional pain of the
situation.

Can you help
me relax? Forget
everything?

And if you
think me a romantic
for a second: so will
true love. Ironic and
a tragedy.

7 But this
will help yovu.

I hope it'll last

longer this
time.
Wait--how
many times have
we done this?
I--
Your

ighorance is
as important
as hers.



The Superpowers are also vulnerable to each other. They all
fear Masumi’s monster and constantly appease and
apologize to her to keep her emotionally stable.

Knock it
Hey-- of f, you two. Don’t
Fuck and | pe gn ass, Etienne. And
Heavy, you know This Cuban
he’'s right.  _; Missile Crisis was
a because of your
- mid-life crisis.

| Yeah, babe.

Are you P
really fucking | “I,: ZZ.'-‘::'}

doing this? . thinking.
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S
I turned
my back on
*...knowing God
will nwe?furn

his back on me.

Eliza was a vulnerable human who sold her soul to Hell to become a
Superpower and defeat the Queen. She did so knowing that this made
her soul vulnerable to hellish torment. Her power, and temporal
invulnerability, comes directly from her eternal vulnerability.

You’re going
to have to deal
with metaphysics,
and the concept
of infinite,
Fucknuts.

InFinitely
less, because that’s
what infinite means,
you asshole. No. By
definition, life
happens inside time.
Suffering and torture
are concepts that
only make sense
in a femporal
uhiverse.

You could go
torture every single
person on Earth for

every single day of their
whole life, and it’ll still
be less than what’s
waiting for
that girl.

The
metaphysical
structure you posit
is outside that.
That means--




One of the key dynamics in
the series is that almost
everyone is vulnerable to
Etienne.

Despite, or
because of, his
ethics to do what
is best forthe
most people, he
kills thousands of
police and military
for Heavy,
threatens soldiers’
families, makes
Eliza think God
speaks to her,
psychically makes
Tonya spy on
Heavy, meddles
with Masumi’s
girlfriend’s mind,
makes an art critic
change herreview
of Masumi’s art,
and forces Magus
to always wear a
mask to protect
himself.

I have watched elite 'I D
American candidates .
For some time. I could So instead,

I've left a psychic
trigger in all candidates’
families To activate when
M they’re cut off from
psychic contact
with me.

have tampered with
you, but you’ll have
been checked

~ Aftera So, if they're
\ Pperiod of time, in the vault, the

they’ll open their  clock is ticking. You

wrists with their need to get them out
and let me defuse my

awful bomb. - -

-

Etienne symbolizes the degree to which power
imbalances mean vulnerabilities, and any vulnerabilities
will be taken advantage of by someone, so they might as
well be taken by someone in the name of justice.



Sweetie-- —
in the last arierse are
ten minutes, you ,

threatened the ~Yo! 9 "999d
,\  death of e
~ millions. ) L

Two questions exist in both comics:
When is it ok to harm a smaller group if it helps a larger group?

Can those with power ever be trusted to make decisions that
affect the mostvulnerable?

For Etienne, the answers are always and never.
For Phaedra, the answers are unsettled.
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